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ED I TOR I Al. 


THE THREADS START TO PULL TOGETHER 
S.Qambie , Director of Research, 

It im unusual for JTAP to carry an editorial. Normally journals 
use an editorial to highlight some significant advance or to 
amplify a warning. In this respect JTAP is no different from any 
other journal and it will be the purpose of this editorial to 
both highlight some recent advances and to issue some warnings. 


The (•' i rst ed i t i on of JTAP 
c a r rie d an e dit o ria1 b y t h e 
t hi e n D i r e c t o r o f R e s e a r c h ? 
Anthony Pace (1). He stated 
that one of the objectives of 
the Journal was to publish 
r e se ar c h ar tic1e s . T his still 
r e ma i n s o n e o f t h e c e n t r a 1 
o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e J o u r n a 1 . 
A f ter six y ear s o f p u b1 ic a tion 
of the Journal it would be 
worth reviewing what? if any? 
p r og r e ss h as been made in the 
field of UFO research that the 
J o u r n a. 1 w a s d e s i g n e d t o 

suppor t . 


A s e c o n d o b 

j e c 

t i v e o f 

t h e 

JTAP 

board was 

t 0 

en cour 

age 

t h e 

application 


o f s c 

i en 

t i f i c 

m e t h o d t o 

t h e 

s t u d y 

of 

IJFO 


phenomena. JTAP was born 
a g a i n s t a b a c k g r o u n d w h e r e a 
maj orit y o f peop1e believed 
that there was only one answer 
to all UFO reports and that 
was that all UFOs were extra- 
terre s t r i a 1 s p a c e c r a f t . li a n y 
o f t h e s e p e o p 1 e d i d n o t e v e n 
a s k t h e m s e 1 v e s w h a t e v i d e n c e 
there was to sup p or t this view 
a f t er a11 t h ey KNEW t h e 

answer ••■■■ why confuse the issue 
with fact s? 

S o o n a f t e r t h e f i r s t i s s u e o f 
JTAP was published? the first 
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meeting of the In t e r natio n a1 
C o m m i 11 e e f o r IJ F 0 R e s e a r c h w a s 
held. One of the first tasks 
under t aken by t fie Commi11 ee was 
t o wo r k o n a s t andard set of 
definitions . As part o f t his 
wo r k it was agreed t hat r a t her 
t h a n s t u d y i n g U F 0 s w h a t w a s 
actua11y s tu die d was re a11y th e 
report made by the UFO witness. 
This definition established the 
p rincip1e th a t t he wit ne ss 
s h o u 1 d b e c 1 o s e 1 y s t u d i e d . T o a 
certain extent this has been 
sup p or t e d in JTAP b y p u b1 ishin q 


a r t i c 1 es o n s u b j e c t s s uc l"i as 
witness reliabi1ty (2)? on the 
work of Keu'l and Phillips (3) 
on witness anamnesis and the 
c o nt r o v er sia1 v eiws of R udy D e 


G r o 11 e o n t hi e H i 11 a b d u c t i o n , 

Another area where JTAP has 
c ontrib uted has b ee n to 
consider theories other than a 
s i mp 1 e e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a 1 

hyp o t h e i s . It i s n ow w i d e 1 y 
a c c e p t e d t h a t t h e r e i s n o o n e 
simple answer to the cause of 
U F 0 p I "i e n o m e n a . I' have 

i d e n t i f i e d e 1 s e w h e r e (4) t h a t 
a t 1east four dif f er e nt c1 asses 
of explanation can be put 
f or war d t o a c count f o r UFO 
p h e n o m e n a . J T A P h a s p r o v i d e d a 
p 1 a t f o r m f o r t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
o f n a t u r a 1 p h e n o m e n a (5 ? 6) a s 
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I n a n o r m a 1 s c i e n t i f i c s t u d y ? 
one researcher may propose a 
t h e o r y w h i c h i s t h e n a d d e d t o 
b y o t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s w h o m i q h t 
h a v e . a d d i t i o n a'! e x p e r i e n c e i n 
a pa r t i c u'J. a r asp e c t c ons i d e r e d 
by the original -theory. This 
is now beginning to happen in 
the field of UFO research. As 
m e n t i o n e d a b o v e ? M a n f r e d 

C as sir er h a s p r o p o s e d a t h eor y 
a b o u t t h e F SI / U F 0 i n t e r f a c e . 

P a r t o f h i s t h e s i s c. o n c e r n e d 
t l"i e s u b e c t o f A n g e 1 h air. T h i s 
p a r t o f t h e t h e sis i s 
questioned by Bob Morrell (10) 
who has made a special study 
of Angel hair and who is able 
to add fu r ther inf or matio n to 
l v l a n f r e d s i d e a s . 0 n 1 y b y 

putting up an idea like this 
and considering additional 
e v i d e n c e ? m o d i f y i n g t h e 

o r i g i n a 1 c o n c e p t i f n e c e s s a r y ? 
will we make any progress. 

My o r i g i n a 1 t h e me f o r t h i s 
editorial was how the threads 
w e r e s t a r t i n g t o c o m e t o g e t h e r . 
A s s h o w n b y t h e c o r r e s p a n d e n c e 
on Angel hair? we are starting 


t o c o n s i d e r ? a s r e s e a r c h e r s ? 
e v i d e n c e at o r e o b j e c t i v e 1 y » B u t 
are there other ways in which 
t h e t h r e a d s a r e c o m i n g 

t o g e t h e r ? I b e 1 i e v e t h e r e a r e . 
C a s s i r e r s h y p o t h e s i s s t a t e s 
11“i a t t h e r e s h o u 1 d b e a q r e a t 


d e a 1 o f o v e r 1 ap b e t w e e n UF 0 an d 
p s y c h i c r e s e a r c h . I n t h i s i s s u e 
of JTAF' we quote the 
p r e 1 i m i n a r y r e s u 1 t s o f K e u 1 a n d 
Phillips on their UFO Anamnesis 
work <11)„ This seems to be 
in de p e nden t evidenc e to s up p o r t 
a p r e v i o us 1 y p u b 'J. i s h e d t h e o r y . 

Also in this issue we publish 
preliminary results of Paul 
F u 11 e rs s u rvey of comp u t e r 
usage in UFO research. Only a 
very small number of rep1ies 
have been received as yet. This 
is extremely disppointing . The 
goo d wor k of the f e w rea1 
r esearchers is be i ng undermined 
by the apathy of the mass of 
atembers . A recent governatent 
su r v e y f o und that bet we e n 11 
and 12X of homes in the UK had 
a microcomputer and that this 
was growing at a rate of 3 to 4 
p erc en t per annum. By my 
c a 1 c u 1 a t i o n s t h a t m e a n s t h a t 
there must be between 30 and 40 
members that have home 
c o m p u t e r s . P a u 1 received F I. V E 
r e p 1 i e s f r o at at embers w i t h 
comp u t e r s ? t o e cho Pau 1 s own 


wo r ds t his is pathetic. Whe re 
are the other 30 replies ? Are 
t h e at e at b e r s o f B U FORA r e a 11 y 
t h i s un i n t e r e s t e d A 

f r e q u e n 11 y h e a r d c o mp 1 a i n t i s 
that BUI" OR A does not do enough 
r e s e a r c h ? y e t w h e n a at e at b e r 
makes the effort to set up a 


p r o j e c t t h i s i s w h a t g r e e t s h i m 

. tota1 apathy . An a1t ernative 

explanation might be? of course 
t h a t EtUFORA members as a group 
are too stupid to use things 
1 i k e c o nip u t e r s . F o r t h o s e 

m e m b e r s w h o a r e n e i t h e r t o o 
1 azy o r t o o s t upid we r eprint 
the survey form in this issue. 
There is still time to respond. 

(continued page 46) 
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PAUL FULLER, Research Officer 

83, Alresford Road, Winchester, Hampshire, 8023 8JZ. 

AB STRACT 


Both the September 1985 issue of JTAP and the November 1985 
issue of the BUFORA Bulletin contained forms for a survey about 
the use o f home c omput er s amongs t r e ad e r s. T h e author examines 
t he v er y sma11 numb e r of responses and dis cus es ways in which 
computers may be used to further the work of BUFORA. 

In addition to being an active member of the Research 
Department, Paul has been a field investigator on behalf of 
BUFORA for several years. As well as holding a BSc degree he has 
u n d e r t a k e n p o s t •- g r a d u a t e s t u dies i n s t a t i s t i c s . 


Recent editions of the BUFORA 
Bulletin and JTAP carried a 
questionaire appealing to 
E< U F 0 R A m e m b e r s t o i n f o r m t h e 
Resear ch Departmen t about the i r 
access to computing faci1ities. 
The aim of the survey was to 
allow BUFORA the opportunity to 
plan for the future in the 
k n o w ledge t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s a 
r e a s o n a b 1 e 1 e v e 1 o f c o m p u t i n g 
e x p e r t i s e a m o n g s t i t s 

membership. How can the use of 
c o m p u t e r s h e 1 p a s o c i e t y s u c h 
like BUFORA ? 

I rec og nise a t 1 east f o ur 
a d v a n t a g e s t o B U F 0 R A i n 
d e v e 1 o p i n g i t s o w n c o m p u t i n g 

s t r a t e g y . F i r s 11 y, i t i s a d m i n . 

i s t r a t i v e 1 y e f f i c i e n t t o r e c o r d 
s tanda r d in f o r matio n such as 
m e m b e r s h ip re c o r id s . T h i s w a y , 
s t a n d a r d 1 e 11 e r s (e . g . m e m b e r s— 
In i p r e n e w a 1 s) and s t i c k y 

address labels can be produced 
a t t h e t o u c h o f a b u 11 o n , 
saving the scarce time of the 
m e m b e r s h i p s e c r e t a r y . I n a d d i t ••••■ 
ion, f1uc t uations in membership 
1e v e1s c an be mo re e asi1y 
mo n i t o r e d t han a t p r es e n t •••• i s 
B U F 0 R As f a 11. i n g membership a 
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res u11 of a la c k o f n e w 
me m b e r s, o r is it du e to o1d 
e st a b1is he d m e mbers f ai1 ing t a 
r e n e w t h e i r m e m b e r s h i p ? F r a r a 
society as desperate for 
members and their spare time as 
BIJ F 0 R A, w e s h o u 1 d rec o r d a 
varie ty o f inf ormation about 
our members their age, quali- 
fications, wi11ingness to unde- 
r t ak e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s, an d s o 
on. This way new members can be 
e n c o u r ag e d t o t a k e part i n t h e 
soc i e tys ac t i v i t i es, t o take 
an i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r o wn 1 o c a 1 
U F 0 r e p o r t s r a t h e r t h a n e x p e c t 
As. to trave 1 hundreds of 

m i 1 es f o r r e 1 a t i ve 1 y un i n t e r es 
t i n g rep o r t s. 

8econd1y, BUF0RA can beg in to 
r e c o r d i n f o r ma t i on ab o.u t b o o ks 
and journals dealing with UFOs. 
T h e U F 0 m o v e m e n t h a s g e n e r a t e d 
a vast amount of literature 
over the past four decades 
how can we hope to i ntroduce 
p o t e n t i a 1 r e s e a r c 1 1 e r s t o 1h e 
f e w q u a 1 i t y a r t i c 1 e s w h e n t ti e r e 
i s s o m u c h s u b - s t a n d a r d 

sp e c u 1 a t i o n i n o u r 1 i t e r a t u r e'? 
W e vi e e d a d a t abas e t ha t a 11 o ws 
us to specify a keyword and 
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produce a list of articles or 

b o o k s w h i c h d e a 1 w i t h r e s e a r. 

c h e r si n t e r e s t s; t o pick o u t 
the well investigated cases* 
t h e c o n c 1 u s i o n s o f s e a s o n e d 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s a n d t h e t h © o r i e s 
of the few academics involved 
in the study of UFOlogy. Each 
r e c o r d s h o u 1 d c o n t a i n k e y w o r d s * 
d a t e o f p u b 1 i c a t i o n * a u t h o r * 
title* journal name and number* 
a n d a s h ort review o f t h e 
c. o n t e n t s . T h e r e c o r d s h o u 1 d 
attempt to cover all BUFORA 
ar tic1es an d ev en tua11y a11 
a r t i c 1 e s w r i 11 e n i n e n g 1 i s h . 

I cannot stress too highly the 
i mp o r t an c e o f t h i s 

application* scientists always 
begin studying by reviewing 
t he e xist i ng 1 it er atu re ( t h i s 
s av es them a q r e at de a1 o f 
donkeywork!) ~ we need to be 
a b J. e t o i mm e d i a t e 1 y p o i n t 
i n t e r e s t e d r e s e a r c h e r s i n t h e 
r i ght direc tio n * an d imp r ess 
t h em with our p r of e ssio na1 ism 
at the same time. 

A thir d i mp o r t ant use o f 
c o mp u t e r t e c h n o 1 o g y i s w o r d 
p r o c e s s i n g . T h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s 
s o f t w a r e p a c k a g e s a v a i 1 a b 1 e 
that allow users to edit and 
s t o r e t e x t a n d g r a p hi i c s * I 
s u g g e s t t h a t E< U F 0 R As j o r n a 1 s 


M.i o u 1 d 

b 

e m o r 

e e f f i 

c e n 11 y 

p r o d u c 

ed 

i n th i s way 

t han 

typing 

a 

draft 

i n t h e a r 

d i n a r y 

way .. P 

er 

s o n a 3. c 

oinput ers 

a 11 o w 

greater 

f 1 e x i b i 
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automa 

t i 

c spell 
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Th i s app'i i cat i on has obv i ous 
advantages to BUFORA as it 
allows us to reduce the time 
taken by production and it 
reduces unnecessary costs of 
production. 

My fourth computing application 
is posib1y the most important. 
B U F 0RA exists to undertak e 
RESEARCH into OFO reports. 


Curren11y* Mike Woot ten is 

r eco r ding inde x in format io n f or 
reports* namely the where* when 
an d M.i hat o f e a c h repo r t . 

E v entua11y * w e MUST record 
res ear c h orie nt e d data f o r 
eve r y r ep or t we have* in this 
way we can instantly make UFO 
data avai1ab1e to any 

r esear cher * da t a t ha t at 


presen t j ust i s no t ava i 1 ab3. e . 
C u r r en11y * an y researcher needs 
to examine hundreds of dirty R1 
r eports* many o f wh i c hi f a i 1 t o 
pr ovide en o ug h in f o r ma tio n f o r 
an honest eva1uation * some of 
w hic h are illegible* a f ew o f 
I.Mh i ch are dup 1 i cat es of o t hier 
r e ports * and a majority of 
w hi i c h i.'.i ere never f u 11 y 
investigated. This fact alone 
is enoug h t o det e r all b u t the 
most dedicat ed resear chers. 

If BUFORA had a database of UFO 
and IFO reports* complete with 
a 1 a r g e r a n g e o f r e 1 e v a n t 

parameters* we would have a far 
e asie r t as k whe n t rying t o 
p e r s ua d e o u r d e t r a c t o r s t o t a k e 
a c 1 o s e r 1 o o k a t o u r r e p a r t s . 
W e w o u 1 d b e a b 1 e t o u n d e r t a k e 
f u 11 s t a t i s t i c a 1 a n a 1 y s i s o f 
r e p o r t s a t a m o m e n t s n o t i c e * 
and discover true 

charact erisics of our repor ts . 

r at h er t han make m e aning1ess 
statements like "1977 was a 
g o o d ye ar f o r UF0 reports" . 
Wit hout pr oper* pi anned 

r e s e a r c h * r e s e a r c h t h a t s a f a r 
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has n o t t a k e r i p lace? B U F 0 A 
mig h t as we11 not exist . 

QU ESTIONAIRE RESULTS 

You might t h ink that a society 
as shor t of resources as 
B U F0RA is wo u1d weIcom e any 
oppor t unity t o cut costs> 
i mp rove e f f i c i e n c y? p r o v i d e 
ne 1.1.1 serv i ces to i ts members 
and carry out exciting new 
r e s e a r c h ,, U n fort u n a t e 1 y y o u 
wou1d be wrong! I have on1y 
r eceiv ed six r e p1 ies f r om a 
member s hip of o v e r thr e e 
h un if r e d , T his i s p a t h e t i c> but 
rather predictable. I can only 
a ssum e t h a t t h i s apa t he t i c 
response m e a n s t hat BIJ F r 0 R A 
members are either too dim to 
u s e c o m p u t e r s ? o r e 1 s e t h e y 
j us t are n ot int er ested i n 
finding out what UFOs are. How 
d o y o u t h i n k o u r >::: r i t i c s w i 3.1 
r e a c t w l"i e n t h e y re a d t h i s ? 
They will say "even the 
UFO1ogists d o u b t t h e i r o wn 
c1 aims" . I k no w t h i s i s 
untrue? but I cannot hide my 
disapp oin t ment in s uch a 
r e s p o n s e ? a n d h o p e t h a t s o m e 
members may still respond in a 
positive way to our appeal. 

Firstly? I would like to thank 
t hi o s e m e m b e r s w h o b o t h e r e d to 
r e p 1 y ? 

I v l r K C a r r o 11 (C a m p b e 1 t o w n ) 

Id r J D a n b y (P r e s t o n ) 

M r I-I E v a n s (L. o n d o n ) 

Mr S Gamb1e (Northampton) 

Mr H Kapherbeek 

(the Mether1ands) 

Mr N Mortimer (Ilkley) 

illf the six responiden ts? five 
o w n e d c omputers (Id e v er mi n d 
l -l i 1 a r y ? a g e h a s m a n y b 1 e s s i n g s 
!) None of these respondents 
h a d a c c e s s t a c o m p u t e r s a t 
1.0 o r k o r c o 11 e q e w hi i c h c o u 1 d b e 
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used for UFO research? but five 
were -willing to take part in 
any f u tu re r e c or din g of UFO 
d a t a . C u r r e n 11 y ? t h r e e s t a t e d 

11"iat they l'iad t r i ed t o r ecor d 

UFO data on their computers. 

The five respondents who owvied 
c o in p u t e r s t h e m s elves 1 1 a d f o u r 

dif f er ent t yp e s of ho me 

comp uter s- an Apple II? a BBC 
model B? a Commodore 64 and two 
h a d t h e Sp e c t r urn P 3. us . T h e 

t o t a 1 a m o u n t o f s t (3 r a g e 

available was only 320Kbytes 
the I IBM XT I use at work has 
more than t his! F o ur of t he 
r e sp ond e n t s J horne co mp u t e rs had 


ports to 

a 3.1 o w ? i n 


t h e o r y ? 

communicat 

i o n I.M i t h 


o t h e r 

comput ers? 

o n 1 y t h r 

e e 

own e d 

modems 

d e v i c e s t h a t 

a 3.1 o w 

communicat 

ion a1o n g 

s 

tan dard 

telep h o ne 

1 i n e s . 



T h r e e r 

espondents 


o wn e d 

e 3. erne n t a r y 

s 

tat 

i s t i c a 3. 

packages? 

b u t n o n e 

o f 

t h e 

responden t 

s h a d a n y 


f o r ma 3. 


qualification in statistics. 
Two respondents had undertaken 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n s t u d i e s i n 
c o mp utinq . As y o u can see f r om 
the above 3. i s t ? t h e r e s p o n d e n t s 
all live a long way from each 
ot her ? making communication 


d i f f i c u 3. t and ex p e n s i v e . T h e s e 

m e m b e r s c a n n o t p o s s i b 3. y t a k e 

on all the tasks I have 

de s crib ed a bov e? an d 

consequently BUFORA must take a 
p o 1 i c y d e c i s i o n o n o u r 

commitment to comput ing in the 
n ext f e w y ea r s. If w e do not 
ma k e an y de cisions? t he 

e x i s t i ng en t hus i asm w i 3.3. no t 
s u r v i v e . 
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C o mp u t e r s ha v e t h e potent i a 1 
t o r e v o 3. u t i o n i s e t h e may 
B U F 0 R A o p e r a t e s a n d t h i n k s ,? 
t h e y o f f e r us t h e c It an c e t o 
sav e e f f o r t an d m o n e y wIt i c h 
can t h e n b e c o vt c e n t r a t e d o vt 
in v estiq a tions and re sea r ch» 

T h e ma j a r p r o b 1 e m w i t h t h e 
ex i st i ng hardware is t hat t he 
comp u tens may not be 

c o mp a t i b 3. e w i t h e a c It o t I't e r ? 
d a t a r e c o r d e d a n o n e m a y n o t 
be usable on any of the others. 
C o vt s e q u e vt 11 y? B U F 0 R A s h o u 1 d 
p 3. an i t s c o mp u t i ng s t r a t e gy t o 
make the most ef ficient and 
reliable use of existing 

e x p e r t i s e? r e m e m b e r t h at t s o m e 
o f th e ab o v e m emb e r s may not 
be members in five years time! 

3'. s u ages t t h a t w e s h o u 1 d 
r e c o r d r e p o r t d a t a o vt o u r o w n 
c d mp ut er ■.> t h i s way we w i 11 
always have access to our own 
records? and at the sat me time 
we can build up a level of 
e x p e r t i s e f o r a s i vt g 1 e p r o d u c t . 
The remaining applications can 
be give vt a 1 o w e r p r i o r i t y ? 
what matters most is that at 
present BUFORA cannot respond 
q u i c k 3. y t o r e q u e s t s a b o u t U F 0 s 
we cannot tell the media how 
many reports there were for 
e at c h o f t h e last t e vt y e a r s ? 
a n d h o w m at n y were e x p 1 i c a ti 1 e ■ 

R e s e at r c h e r s m u s t b e 

d i sappo i vt t ed by our i nab i 1 i ty 
t o give t h e m b as i c r e p o r t e d 
c h at r ac t e r i s t i c s atb o u t UFO 
rep o r ts ? yet it is t h ese 
people we need most of all. 

BUFORA mus t begin ex amining 
t h e p e r s o vt a 1 c o m p u t e r m at r k e t 
with a view to purchasing its 
own computer? in this waty we 
can effectively plan our 
p r i o r i t i e s f o r t It e f u t u r e ? 
f i vt an c i a 1 o r o t It e r w i s e . T It e 
a 1 t e r vt at t i v e t o at c o mp u t i n g 
p o 3. i c y i s t o a 11 o w t It e f i v e 

Journal of Transient Aerial Phenomena? 


existing users to carry on 
w i t h o u t k n o w i n g w It a t B U F 0 R A 
needs from them? to duplicate 
each others" work* and ti 

s u f f ocate a 3.1 interest i vt 

computing and the very real 
at d van t a g e s computer s o f f e r 
BUFORA . ~ 


E d i t o r i a 3. note 

BUFORA Council are aware of the 
r eat 1 ad van t ages i n deve3. op i ng a 
firm computing policy. At the 
D ec e mbe r 1985 Council m e e tin g 
i t was atg r e e d we sh o ul d 
investigate the possibi1 ity of 
p u r c h at s i n g o u r o w n comput i vt g 
e q u i p m e it t . 


COMPUTINO SURVEY 

The survey form on the next 
page has b e en p revious1y 
published in both the BUFORA 
Bui 1 e t i vt and i n JTAP . 

Unfortunately only a very poor 
response has been received. We 
atr e ? t It er e f or e ? p r i vt t i ng i t 
ag a i vt i n t It e hope t h a t m e m b e r s 
w i 13. n o t miss this o p p o r t un i t y 
t a t ak e an act i ve par t i vt 
researc It . 

ALL. responses wo u 1 d b e va3. i d ? 
f or example if we got t hree 
h un d r e d r ep 1 i e s t hi at t sa i d 

members did not intend to own 
c o mp u t e r s an d wo u 3. d not get 
i vt v o 1 v e d i n r e c o r d i n g IJ F 0 d a t a ? 
w e i.t.i o u 1 d It a v e to t hi i n k of a 
d i f f e r e n t r e s e a r c h p r o g r atm . 
Even if you do not own a 
c o mpu ter it is passible that y o u 
cou 1 d still be involved i vt 
r e c o r d i n g d a t a ( q u e s t i o n 12) o r 
p ossib1y y o u h av e relevant 
qua!ifications (question 13). 

P h o t o c o p i e s a n d a d d i t i o n a 1 

notes are acceptable. 
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H □ ME COMPUTER QUESTIDNNAIHE 


Part of BUFORA's Research plans involve the computerisation of UFO 
reports. To allow adequate planning for computerisation it would be 
very helpful if members who own or have access to a computer could 
complete the fallowing questionnaire and return it to QUFORA's 
Research Officer - PAUL FULLER, 83 Alresford Road, Winchester, 
Hampshire S023 8 JZ (Tel: Winchester (0962) 65513. 


1. Do you own or intend to own a home computer? own 

INTEND 
DON'T OWN 

2. Do you have access to any other computer which you YES 

might be able to use for UFO research? If so please 

describe .. 

3. What model/make of computer do you own? 


4. What size memory does your computer have? 


16K 

32K 


48h 
6 4 K 
128K 
Other 


What operating system does your computer use? 



(Consult your Users' Manual 

if you 

are 

unsure ) 


6. 

What 

method of data storage 

does your 

computer use? 

DISK 







CASSETTE 







OTHER 

7 . 

Does 

your computer have an " 

RS232" 

a r 

"RS423" Port? 

YES 







NO 

8 . 

Does 

your computer have some 

means 

of 

communicating 

YES 


wit h 

other computers e.g. a 

modem? 



NO 

9 . 

Wh a t 

data-base do you use? 






10. Do you use any statistical programs on your computer? 

YES 

NO 

11. Have you attempted to store UFO data on your computer? _ r 

Y L J 


NO 

12. Would you like to be in-volved in any future recording 

of UFO data- on your computer? YES 

NO 

13. Please describe any technical/professional/academic 

qualifications you have .. 





FINALLY, please give your name and address on the reverse side of 
this questionnaire. Thank you for y d ur co-operation. 

A PHOTO-COPY OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO 
REMOVE THE PAUL FROM YOUR JOURNAL 
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ANAMNESIS AS A METHOD OF ASSESSING WITNESS RELIABILITY 
Int r oduct i on by S t ephen Gamh1 e ? Director of Resear ch . 

ABSTRACT 

The Anamnesis test was developed by psychologist Dr Keul as a 
method of assessing the realibi1ityof reports of UFO events. Two 
s ho r t p ape r s d e scrib e the thinkin g be hin d an d r e c ent results 
f r o m t h e a n a m n e s i s t e s t . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 


In the September 1985 issue of 
JTAP? I proposed that the 
witness in UFO cases should be 
r e g a r d e d a s a r e c o r d i n g 
i n s t r u m e n t s u c h a s t h a t u s e d 
i t "i a n y o t h e r s c i e n t i f i c e x p e r - 
i me n t an d? t h ere f ore.- w e n e e d 
som e me t h od o f ca1ibrating a 
w i tnesses* ata i 1 i t i es and 1 i m i t- 
a t i ons . As p o i n t e d ou t by 
Hendry (2) we only get to 
study UFO reports? we do not 
g e t t h e c h a n c e t o s t u d y U F 0 s 
th emseIves» 

The investigation of a UFO 
r epor t cou1d be considered t o 
be simi1ar t o a c riminal inve¬ 
st igation » A wide range of 
investiga tive tools and 

m e t h o d s n e e d t o b e used- to 
find who or what caused the 
events leading up to a UFO 
report. Whilst the study of 
physical evidence (3)? like 
forensic scion c e res u11 s ? can 
provide int eresting informat- 
ion a b ou t a give n eve nt ? it 

can only be considered as sec¬ 
ondary to the testimony of the 
w i t n ess. W hi1st c o nsid ering 

t h e s e c o n it a r y n a t u r e o f p h y s - 
i c a 1 e v i d e n c e ? H e n d r y (4) 
h i gh 1 i gh ts some of t he 
prob1ems involved . Commenting 
o n a c a t a 1 o g u e o f t r a c e c a s a s 
p r o d u c e d b y T e d F' hi i 11 i p s < 5) ? 
H end r y states t h at of t h e 715 
cases in th e c atalog ue ? 154 

are cases where mysterious 
traces were found on the 


ground but no UFO was witnessed 
to have c a used t he m. C1e ar 1 y in 
these cases study of the '’witn¬ 
ess ’ is of prime import an c e? 
j ust wha t ma d e them t hin k these 
t r ace s wer e p ar t of UFO 
p h e n o m e n a ? 

One of the many methods that 
have been proposed for studying 
U F” 0 w i tnesses is the UFO A n a m ~ 
neseis test. This has been 
developed by an Austrian psych¬ 
ologist? Alexa nd er K e u1 . K e u1 
has been working with Ken 
Phillips on a number of 
projects applying his technique 
to the study of UFO witnesses 
i n A us t r i a an d t hi e Un i ted 
Kingdom (6?7) . 

On the following pages two 
abstracts are reproduced 

d e s c r i b i n g f u r t h e r t h e 

anamnesis test and the work of 
Keul and Phillips. The first of 
these abstracts is t hi e text of 
Keul’s address to AS8AP invest¬ 
igator's for their m e e ting held 
in 8 he f fie1d in Movem b e r 1 985 . 
T hi e s e c o n d d e s c r i b e s some o f 
t hi e preliminary results of 
t h eir studies. It is hoped to 
p u b1 is h f u r t h e r r e s uIt s f r o m 
these studies in later edit i ons 
of JTAP. 

T he authors retain the 
copyright of these two papers. 

e q u e s t s to r e p r i n t s h o u Id be 
sent directly to the authors. 
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MESSAGE TO ASSAP INVESTIGATORS 
SHEFFIELD, NOVEMBER 1985 

A1exander Keul . 

L.ad i es and Gen 11 emen, 

"'All p a t h s o f k n o w 1 e d g e s t a r t 
in the dark and lead into the 
light" said Hippocrates. The 
study of human effects around 
UFOs (and o t he r transient 
phenomena) has NOT been a 
focus of research in the past. 
By human effects, I mean the 
followings Mr. XY sees and 
reports a UFO. Who is Mr. XY ? 


Where does he live ? What work 
does he do ? What is his 
marital status ? Is he a member 
of a social in- or out-group ? 
Is he openly religious or an 
a g n o s tic 'W h e r e d o e s h e c. o m e 
f rom ? W here is his pi a c e o f 
b i r t h, h i s c u 1 t u r a 1 o r i g i n ? 
W l'i a t 'foes h e r e m e m b e r a b o u t his 
early life ? and so on and so 
on ■ The Greek word for 
rememberancE is Anamnesis. 

UFO research - and not only UFO 
research - has neglected that 
her main source of information 
i s t h e h uman b e i ng, n o t vide o 
recorders or books. In 1984, 
Stephen Gamble, an editor in 
chief of BUFQRA’s "Journa1 of 
Transient Aerial Phenomena", 
proposed the establisment of a 
special section to study psych- 
o1o gic a1 and physiologica1 
explanatians of UFO or i g i n < 1) . 
In a talk with ASSAP and BUFORA 
members at L.ondon i n F'ebr uary 
1985, I found t h at all w ere 
ope n mind e d a n d in terested i n 
further research towards a 
b e 11 e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h u m a n 
effects in UF0 phenomena. 

T o ma k e i t c 1 e a r f r o m t h e 
beg i nn i ng, personally I am N0T 
convinced that ALL 1 a y er s o f 
what we label "UFO phenomena" 
have only a physica1 a r .psychic 
explanations. This would be 
u 11 e r 1 y r e d u c t i o n i s t i c i n t h e 
face of a most complex phenome- 
n o n t h a t s e e ms t o s t r e t c h o u t 
in to the natu r a1 a n d s o cia1 
s cie n ces? no t to f o r g et 
p hi1oso p h y and r e1 igio us 

science. At the moment - Movem- 
b e r 1985 - o nIy N o r t h American 
and a couple of European cases 
have been studied with up to 
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d a t e m e t h o d s o f t h e h urn an 
s c i e n c e s „ Sp r i n k 1 e ? S c h wa r t z 
avi d o t h e r US r e s e a r c h e r s h o 1 d 
t h e p o sition t hat UFO sig ht ers 
are "normal average citizens" 
w h e r e as l< e n F' hill i p s an d I 
from our Austrian and English 
p i 1 o t p r o j e c t s (an d f r oni a 
sho r t m e ssag e by S co 11) are 
inclined to see UFO witnesses 
as more complex than average? 

ESP orien t ated peop1e i n 

c o m p a r i s o n t o t l~i e g e n e r a 1 

p op u 1 a t i o n On e t h i ng s e ems 
c e rtain? UFO repo r te r s a r e no t 
"j ust cranks" or "abber rant'' 
minds,, Psychopathology is not 
t h e a p p r a a c h f o r a f i n a 1 
s o 1 u t i o n ? b u t t e n d s t o b 1 u r 
the pic t ure wit h iml ici t " 
n orinal v e r s u s a b n o r m a 1 " 

i d e o 1. o g y A f t e r a 11 ? w h a t i s 
normal ? Just the safe centre 
o f s t a t i s t i c a 1 f un c t i o n ? i t 
se ems.. . 

Back to the state of the art. 
There has never been an organ™ 
i s e d a 11 e mp t o n a 1 a r g e s c a 1 e 
t o r e c o r d p s y c h o s o c i a 1 

v a r i a b 1 e s t o g e t h e r w i t h 

physical UFO features by a 
civilian UFO or paranormal 
research group. I was happy to 
hear in October that AS SAP’ was 
p r e p a r i n g t h e 1 a t e s t v e r s i o n 
of our "UFO Witness Anamnesis" 
a s a s t a n d a r d i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
s h e e t . T h e B U F 0 FI A R e s e a r h 
d e p a r t m e n t i s s upp o r t i n g Ke ns 
c o n t r o 1 e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h a 
grant? so it is justified to 
sp eak o f a j o i n t e f f o r t o f 
British groups to do this 
p i o n e e r i n g w o r k „ B e c a us e t h e 
Anamnesis is a se1f exp1 ainirg 

t e c h n i q u e t r y o n e w i t h a 

witness and you will find out 
y o u r s e 1 f w h e r e i t s v a 1 u e s a r d 
1 imits are ■•••• I will not waste 
y o u r t i m e a t S h e f f i e 1 d w i t h 


endless instructions. You as 
investigators of the paranormal 
a r « mp ® n d i ng #. 1 a t a f y a y p frig 
time and budget to take a look 
in to data that (o f fic a1) 

science has excluded? to give 
t he r epo r t e d phenomena a hones t 
chance to unfold or collapse in 
t he investigative process . 
Every sing1e case is va1uab1e 
for us? not only the "hits". So 
if you walk out with the 
Anamnesis in your field k it? do 
n ot think of it as a n ext r a 
o n 1 y f o r t fi e best cases ? b u t 
use it w h e never there is an 
hour or so of interview time 
left. We need a sample of all 
possible cases and I am sure 


t h a t t h e n e w r e c o r d i n g 

technique for the personal 
dimension o f the p h enomen on 
will o n 1 y imp r o v e t hr o ugh 

practical applicat ion. 


W e a r e n o t 1 a u n c f i i n g a n o t h e r 
hyp othesis a b o ut wh at UF0s a re ? 
but are trying to understand 
w h o UF r 0 w i t n esses are. By 
inc1 us ion of this down to earth 
information we believe progress 
may be possible in our 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t a r e t h e 
constituents of the process 
calied "UFO experienee" . There 
is a lot of grey theory? but 
f ew emp i r i ca 1 facts at tfie 
mome nt ? UFO experie nc e s c ou 1 d 
b e E S P e v e n t s ? c o u 1 d b e u n c o n — 
scious p r oc esse s t akin g c o n tr o1 
o v e r p e r c e p t i o n i n t h e c o u r s e 
of stressful life events in a 
family or group? could be 
s t r ang e psyc hic o c cu r rence s 
h a p p e n i n g a r o u n d a p h y s i c a 11 y 
p r e s e n t ? u n k n o w n o b j e c t ? c o u 1 d 
be planned or accidental events 
e t c ? etc. With o u t he1p from t h e 
h u m a n s c i e n c e s c o v e r i n g 

medica1? p sy c h o1o g i c a 1 ? s o cia1? 
religious and other salient 
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data we cannot discuss 
hyp O t h8S§§)? bU t fftliii t p 1 &y 

"believe it or not" in st e a d o f 
science. I am glad you have 
come to t he Sh e ffie1d me e tin g 
to g a t h e r in f o r ma tio n o n t h e 
additional method and I am 
ready to discuss with you a11 
ne w insigh t s or p r o b1e m s 
arising t hr o ugh the f i e 1 d 
application of it. Ken wi11 
dis trihu t e my addr ess t o you. 
I will do the evaluation for 
ASSAP of forms coraing in from 
you and wi11 answer questions 
briefly in writing or 
per s o n a11y a t an oth e r m eeting 
in 1986. To get the interest 
of the scientific community;, 
it is also advisable to 

comb ine the Anamnesis approach 
with a short? classical? 
s t an d ardis ed p sy c h o1o gic a1 

test. Karl Fischer and I 
s e ]. e c t e d t h e E . P . I (E y s e n c k 
Per s o n all it y In v e n t o r y) f o r 
that p u r p o se . 8o ? w h enev e r y ou 
have applied the Anamnesis and 
t he witness is cooperative? 
p 1 e as e 1 e t h i m /h e r fill i n t h e 
E „P . I . questiona ire as wel1 . 

I wish you a nice stay at 
8hef fie1d and 1ots of 
p r o d u c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n s ! 

Goo d 1u c k f o r th e n e w start 
and thank you for your 
in tcrest. 

Dr. A1 e x a n d e r l< e u 1 ? S a 1 z b u r g . 


E e f e r e n c e . 

1) Gamble? S. J. (1984) The 
f u t u r e o f r e s e a r c h . B U F 0 R A 
E< u lie t i n A ug us t 1984 ? p p 
24 - 27 . 


THE UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS 

UFO W1 TIMES® PSYCHOLOGY RESULTS 

Alexander Keu1 and Ken Phi11 ips 

(This item has b e en p revio us1y 
submi11 ed to the ASSAP NEWS .) 

INTRODUCTION 

A f t e r a 1980 pilot p r o j ect 
a r a u n d V i e n n a ? A u s t r i a ? t h e 
authors studied more than fifty 
Austrian and British UFO 
1.0 i t n esse s f rom 19 81 u o to da t e . 
As ASSAP' de c eid e d t o sup p or t 
t fi i s r esear ch i d ea by i su i ng 
our new version of the "UFO 
Witness Anamnesis"? which is a 
compendium of human science 
questions for UFO field 
investig a tions ? AS8AP Ne ws is 
t h e right f o r urn f o r a s ho r t 
repo rt o n fir st re s u1t s a f t er 
fiv e p r e11 y c o mp1ica te d y e a r s 
o f s t u d y . 

ANAMNESIS RESULTS 

Twei"i t y one Aus t r i an w i t nesses 
of unidentified phenomena ( 8 

c 1 o s e e n c o u n t e r s ? 13 d i s t a n t 

e v e n t s) w i t h a f u 11 p h y s i c a 1 
i i"i vest i g a t i o n ? a n d t w e n t y six 
British witnesses (10 close 
e n c o u n t e r s ? 16 d i s t a n t e v e n t s) 

gave demographic. and 

b i o g r ap h i c a 1 d e t a i 1 s a c c o r d i n g 
t o t l'ie f i rst ? exper i men ta 1 ? 
versions of our UFO Wi tries 
Anantnesis. The main quest i on 
w a s whe t h er the r e were an y 
signific an t dif f e r e n c e s o f 
c e r t a i n p s y c h a s o c i a I d e t a i 1 s ( 
e .g . uneniployment) between 
r e p o r t e r s i n A us t r i a an d 

B r i t a i n c o mp a r e d w i t h t h e 
g e n e r a I p o p u 1 a t i o n . P< e s u 1 t s 

would answer the old question 
a b o u t U F 0 s i g h t e r s ••••■ a v e r a g e 
citizen or not ? 
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Anamnesis and Witness Reliability 


Fo ur t een items yielded s u ffic- 
i e n t d a t a f o r s t a t i s t i c a 1 

comparisons between the 

r e p o r t e r g r a up s . El i g h t of t h e 
i t e m s c o u 1 d b e c h e c k e d a g a i n s t 
g e n e r a 1 p o p u 1 a t i o n d a t a ? t h e s e 
w e r e s e x ? ag e profe ss i o n ? 
mar i tal sta t us ;• s i b 1 i ngs> ESP? 
myapia and unemp1oyment . Stat~ 

istical 1y significan t dif f e v. 

ences (Chi square? Fisher- 
Yates) were only found in the 
age and ESP cat egories . There 
i.ij as a preval ence o f o 1 d people 
r ep o r ting dis t an t e v ent s in 
A us t ria compared to t he 

average age dis trib u tion . 

B r i t i sh i.i.i i t n e ss e s rep o r t e d 

s i gn i f i can 11 y mor e ESP occur 
e n c e s i n t h e i r a n a m n e s e s t h a n 
people in a general population 
survey at Bristo1 by B1 ackmore 
i n 1981 ( J . S . P.R. Feb 1984) . 
Most ESP events had happened 
b e f ore t he UFO sig h ting» 

Wit nesse s of dis t an t eve n ts 
reported precognition? appar- 
itio ns and telepa thy. Close 
enc.ount er w i tnesses gave 

doub 1 e t he amo un t o f phenomena 

w i t h p r e c ogn i t i on ? F'l<? t e 1 ep. 

a t h y ? 0BEs? h e a1in g? 

apparitions and automatic 
writing? and all but one had 
h ad t h e s e p h en ome n a r e p e a te d1y . 
Ihus? CE witnesses sem to have 
a higher "ESP potential" than 
dis t ant e v ent rep o rters. 

RORSCHACH RESULTS. 

W i t h t h i r t y t h r e e B r i t i s h an d 
t w e n t y s i x A u stria n U F r 0 s i g h t 
ers as well as twenty five 
Au.s t r i an n on-UF : '0 s i g h ters a 
p r o j e c t i v e (d e p t h p s y c h o 1 o g i - 
c a 1 ) p e r s o n a 1 i t y t e s t w a s 
t a k e n . T h i s w a s t h e R o r s c h a c h 
t e s t „ Diffuse in kb1o t t ab1es 
ar e p r ese n t e d t o the e x amin e e 
w h o t e 11 s w h a t h e o r s h e s e e s . 
The replies are evaluated as 


symbols of conscious and 
unconscious processes. We 
confined our first analysis of 
1777 Rorschach replies to UFO 
related symbols -- space 
vehicles? astronomy and science 
fiction themes? UFOs and 
U F 0 nauts. Witnesses were n o t 
asked to give such answers 
which makes the appearance of 
U F0 material in the R o r sc h ach 
an indicator for its emotiona1 


(unconscio us) import anc e . Our 
hypothesis was that UFO 
sighters would "see" more UFO 
symbols in the test than non 
sighters. This was not the 


case. The rate of UFO symbol 
replies versus total replies 
was 1!13 for the British 
witness g r o up ? but 1:73 f o r 
Austrian sighters and 1:33 for 
Austrian non-sight ers . Thus? 
the Austrian non-sighters were 
more similar to the British 
sigh t ers in that respect than 
t he A ust rian witness group! T he 
it i f f e r e n c e b e tween A u s t r i a n a n d 
British UFO sighters was h i g h1y 
s i g n i f i c an t (C hi s q uar e ? 1 7. 
level) . Also? the number of UFO 
r elated replies i n a 11 three 
gr oups significan11y correlated 
(K endall's t au) wit h f e a r 
sym bo 1s in t he Ro rsc h ac h . 
Analysis is continuing . 

PRELIMI MARY CONCLUSIONS. 

ESP s e ems to be the m ost 
pramisingpsychic variable out 
of our old UFO Witness 
Anamnesis for f urt he r s t udies. 
A t en d enc y " t he more int e n s e 
t he ESF' po t en t i a 1 ? t he more 
intense the (later) UFO case" 
seems 1ike1y . Unconscious 
prevalence of symbolic UFO 
material is no discriminator at 
a 11 b e t w e e n s i g h t e r s a n d n o n - 
s i g h t e r s . 
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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 

As with any new technique? 
anamnesis raises a number of 
q w @ t§ t i 0 n is » $ o m @ q f t h e m 0 r @ 
common ones can be answered by 
c 0 n s u 1 t i n q t h e g u i d a n c e n o t e s 
g i v e 1 "1 1 0 i n v e s t i g a t o r s , 

1) Why carry out anamnesis ? 

In investigating hig h 

strangeness UFO reports;.., it 
i s des i rab 1 e to make an asses■•••• 
s m e n t 0 f t h e w i t n e s s ? i n 

addition to an examination of 
t h e e n v i r 0 n m e n t a 1 c i r c urn- 
s t an ce s 0 f the a11e g e d e v ent . 
On e m e t h o d o f d o i ng t h i s i s 
the UF0 Wit ness Anamn e sis- 

2) W h a t i s an a m n e s i s ? 

0 h a m b e r s T e c h n i c a 1 D i c t i 0 n a r y 
(1940) de fine s Anamne sis a s 
t he r e c 0 11e cti 0 n 0 f pas t 
t h i ngs s t h e pas t h i s t 0 r y 0 f 
a11 ma11 er s r elating to t h e 
p a t i e n t ( s h e a 11 h . 

3) H 01 . 1.1 is t h e A n a mnesi s 
c ar ried o u t 7 

A ser i es of quest i ons 
c 0 n cer nin g t h e cir c umstanc es 
surr 0 unding the UFO experience 
ar e p ut t 0 t he wit ness? 


t 0 g e t h e r w i t h q u e s t i 0 n s 

r e g ar ding t h eir life histor y 
a n d h e a 11 h . A r e c o r d i n g i s 
made of the interveiw and 
submitted to a qualified 
i n d e p e n d a n t a s s e s s 0 r f o r 

eval uat i on 

4) H o w c 0 n f i d e n t i a 1 i s t h e 
in f 0 r mati 0 n g aine d using 
anamnesis V 

A11 in f or ma ti 0 n 0 b t ain e d i n 
the anamnesis in terveiw i s 
c 0 n f i d e n t i a 1 a n d n o 

p u b 3. i c a t i 0 n 0 r d i s c 1 o s u r e o f 
suc h inf ormat i on is per m i 11 ed . 


The tapes are sent to the 
assessor with only a note of 
t he case numtoer . The assessors 
e va1ua tio n is 0 n1y id e nt i f i e d 
to y t h e r e p 0 r t n urn to e r „ N 0 c 0 p i e s 
o f t h e t a p e s h 0 u 1 d b e m a d e to y 
e i t h e r t h e invest igato r 0 r t It e 
assessor. All tapes should be 
comp3. e t e3. y erased immediat e3.y 
a f t e r e v a 1 u a t i 0 n h a s t a k e n 
p 1 ac e ? t ap es mus t n o t to e made 
a v a i 3. a b 1 e f 0 r r e - u s e w i t h t h e 
o r i q i n a 1 r e c 0 r d i n g i n t a c t . 


5) W h y r e p 1 a c e t r a d i t i o n a 1 
i rives t i ga t i on w i t h t h i s psycho ¬ 
logical test" ? 

The anamnesis test does n 0 t 

r e p1 a c e t r a d i t i 0 n a 1 i nvestig a . 

tion. As can be seen from 
question 1? anamnesis is an 
a d d i t i 0 n a 3. t e c h n i q u e w h i c h 


a 11e mpts 1 0 fin d e x tr a 
i n f 0 r m a t i 0 n a b 0 u t a U F 0 e v e n t . 

Just as when we take a photo. 

graph we n eed 1 0 kn 0 w wha t 
shu 11 e r sp e e d an d whic h 1ens 
were used? so with a UFO 
wit n e ss ? t h eir e x perie nce i s 
like a "snap-shot" of the 

e v e n t . 


BUFORA INFORMATION ON PRESTEL 


For several years? BUFORA has 
p r 0 vid e d informati 0 n ato 0 u t UFOs 
t 0 EASTEL Services . These have 
bee n dispI a y ed as par t 0 f 

EASTEL’s section on PRESTEL. 
This hi a s been the source of a 
n urn toe r o f e n q uirie s over t he 
years about BUFORA and it’s 
w 0 r k . 


Un f ortuateIy 
withdrawn from 
281 h Feb r uary 
BUFORA pages 
available. Our 
EASTEL for all 
t h e y e a r s . 


EAST EL. have 

PRESTEL from the 
1986? so the 
a r e n o 1 o n g e r 

thanks go to 
t h e r e h e 1 p 0 v e r 
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Editorial (continued from page 34) 


l. J vi f d r t u n a t e 1 y :• p a s t e x p e r i e n c e 

1 e a d s in e t o belie v e t h a t p o o r 
r e s p o vi a e t o a s i m p 1 e r e q u e a t 
such as the survey is due not 
to inabi1ity but j ust unwi11 i- 
ngness to help. Over a number 
of issues of both JTAP and the 
BUFORA Bulletin I have 
p u b 1 i s h e d i t e m a r e q u e s t i n g 

h e 1 p i.i,i i t h sp e c i f i c. p r o j e c t a 
and jobs. As an example? in 
the last issue of JTAF"'? I 
p ub1 ish ed an item a bou t 
assessing witness reliabi1ty 
and invited members to send 
written comments or to join a 
t e a m a t u d y i n g t h i s a r e a . 1" o 

a n d t h a t w a s f r o m a n o n ••••■ m e m b e r 
f rom overaeas! 1 am at ill 

i.i.i i 11 i n g t o r e c e i v e o f f e r s o f 
h e 1 p o n t h i s an d o t h e r 
p roj ect s » In th e BUFORA Ne ws 
s e c t i o n o f t h i s J o u r n a 1 
s e v e r a 1 r e q u e s t s f o r h e 1 p a r e 
listed. Do not miss this 
c h an c e t o c o n t r i b u t e s ome t h i n q 
t o r e s e a r c h . 

If we sto p to conaider how 
m a n y p e o p 1 e a r e i n v o 1 v e d i n 
a c t i v e 1 y w o r k i n g f o r B U F 0 R A 
t h e f i g u r e a m i g h t b e a 1 a r m i n g . 
1" h e r e a r e a b o u t t w e n t y f i e 1 d 
i n v e s t i g a t o r a > a b o u t t e n 
p eop1e in v o1v ed in researc h 
and twelve members of council. 
I'j o w e v e r o f t h i a ap p a r e n t f o r t y 
p e o p 1 e m a n y h a v e j o b s in t w o 
o r even a11 three categories. 
This makes the number of 
a ctiv e memb er s be twee n 25 a n d 
30 or put another way less 
t h a n 10"/. „ N o w o n d e r w e m a k e 
s 1 o w p r o g r e s s ? w h a t a r e t h e 
rest of you doing ? Perhaps 
you just belong to BUFOR A for 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t . F i n e ? b u t i f 
you are going to treat BUFORA 
as if it were the BBC possibly 

m. i e s h o u 1 d b e c h a r g i n g y o u a 


simi1 ar fee of around £50? that 
way M.Ie could afford to employ 
people to do the work our 

members seem so unin t er ested i n 
d o i n g . 
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A FOLLOW UP 


CLOSE ENCOUNTER IN SCOTLAND . 

REPORT ON THE STUDY OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

Carried out by Midlands UFO Research Organisation. 

Address: 5 The Ridgeway? Farnsfield. Newark;. Notts. 

Introduction by 3.J. Gamble? BUFORA Director of Research. 

ABSTRACT. 

In November 1979 a forester.? Robert Taylor:. had a close 
encounter with a UFO at Livingston in West Lothian. During 
the course of this encounter his trousers became damaged. The 
results of a study of these trousers are presented here. 


INTRODUCTION. 

illn 91 h Novembe r 1979.. Rober t 
Taylor had a close encounter 
i.i.i i t h an ’ o b j e c: t ’ c lose to his 
h o m e in West L o t hian? wh e r e 
M r T a y 1 o rt h e n aged 61 ? 
i.i.i o r k e d a s a for e s ter. T h i s 
o b j e c t was h overing a f e w feet 
a bo v e the groun d . The sigh tin g 
h a id many i n t e r est i ng f e a t ur e s 
in that in addition to effects 
on Nr Taylor also there were 
g r o u n d m a r k i n g s a n d h i s 
c1ot hing be came damage d . In 
t h e t e r m i n o 1 o g y a d o p t e d b y 
Allen Hynek (1) this was a 
fine ex amp 1 e of a do s e 
e n c o u n t e r o f t h e s e c o n d k i n d . 

T h i s i n c i d e n t h as b e e n 
r ep or t e d in great detail 
elsewhere <2?3) so only an 
ou11 ine will be presented here 
to re mind r eaders of t h e k e y 
f a c t s . 

Mr Taylor left his home at 10. 
0 0 G M T to in sp ect young 

f o r e s t s to t h e n o r t h o f 
Livingsto n? c1ose to the MS 
motorway? which runs from 
Edinburgh towards G1 asgow. He 
was a c co mpanied o n this 
journey by his dog. They 
t u r ned off o f t he main r o ad 
a 1 o n g a f o r e s t t r a c k . 1t w a s 


not possible to drive his van 
all the way along the track? so 
he left the van and started to 
walk the rest of the way with 
his dog. 

As he rounded a corner in the 
track he came upon a large 
domed object hovering 

stationary above the gro un d . 
The time was now about 10.15 
an d t h e ob j e ct was o n1y 100 
met re s f r o m ? bu t not in sig h t 
of the MS. 

Hw wat c h ed the la rg e o b j ec t f o r 
a bout 30 sec o n d s b e f or e t wo 
smal1 mine 1 ik e o b j e cts 
appeared? apparently from 
underneath the larger object. 
T h e s e s m a 11 e r o b j e c t s 

a ppr oa c h e d Robe r t Tay1or and 
attached themselves? one either 
s i d e ? to h i s t r o us e r 1 e g s ? j us t 
be1ow the pocke t s. These sma 11 
m i n es e m i 11 e d a s t r ong ac r i d 
sme'l 1 . Rober t f el t h i msel f 
being p u11e d t owa r ds the 1 ar g er 
o b j ec t by t h ese min es? this was 

j us t b e f o r e h e 1 o s t c. o n c i o us. 

ness . 

W h e n he r ecove r ed co ncio usne ss 
the objects were gone. He found 
he was unable to stand? and 
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i.t.i h © n h e t r i e d t o c a 11 h is do q , 
f o un d tha t he ha d aIso lost 
his voice . Event ual1y he was 
able to crawl back to his van. 
Unfortunately when he tried to 
d r i v e t h e van h e r e v e r s e d i n t o 
soft ground and was unable to 
m ove it. H e man aged to s t agg er 
a c r o s s t h e f i e ]. d s t o h i s h o u s e 
which is some 1600 metres from 


t hi e 

s i t e o f 

t hi e 

i n c i d e n t 

W hi e vi 

h e a r r 

i v e d 

h o m e h i s 


a s s u m e d t h a t In e h a d b e e n 

a11acked and wanted to cal 1 
the police. Robert would not 
a 11 o i.i.» this :■ b u t d id a 11 o w h e r 
t o con t ac t his super i or , Mr 
l v la 1 co 1 m Drummond at t hie 
Forestry Department of the 
L. i v i ngston Development 

C o r p o r a t i o n . 1-1 i s w i f e also 

no t i ce d t hat Rober ts t r ousers 
1 . 1,1 e r e t o r n . L a t e r R o b e r t w a s 
p er suad ed by his d oct or t o 
visit t he nearb y Ban g our 
Hospital for X-rays. On the 
b a s i s t h a t h e l"i a d b e e n 

a 11 a c k. e d b y ' a 1 i e n s ’ t h e 

police were called. 

R ob er t laylor’s clothing 

inc1u ding t he trouser s w e r e 
t a k e n a w a y b y t h e p o 1 i c e f o r 
for ensic e x amin a tio n . T h e 
f o r e vi s i c r e p a r t o n T a y 1 o r ' s 
c 1 o t In i ng i s reproduced i n f u 11 
as pages 39 to 42 of Campbells 
d e t a i ], e d r e p o r t (3) . W h e n t h e 
c 1 o t h i n g w a s r e t u r n e d s o m e 
t i me 1 at er, i nvest i gat or 

Steuart Campbell was able to 
obtain the tor n trousers on 
behalf of BUFORA. 

A t t h a t t i m e C h a r 1 e s L o c k w o o d 
w a s R e s e a r c h P r o j e c t s 0 f f i c e r 
f o r B U F 0 R A a n d C h a r 1 es, i> n 
c o 11 a b o r a t i o n n.i i t h t fi e o t h e r 
m e m b e r s o f h is 1 o c a 1 g r o u p , 
th e Mid1 an d s UF0 R ese ar ch 


Organ i sat i on (MURO) .- k i ndly 
offered to make a detailed 
study of the trousers. Their 
report is reproduced in full on 
t h e f o11o win g pages. 

BUFORA Research would like to 
acknowledge the work of MUR0 on 
o u r b e h a 1 f a n d w o u 1 d 

p a r ticu11 a r1y 1 ik e to t h ank 
C h a r 1 e s L. o c k w o o d f o r s e 11 i n g u p 
this collaboration . 

F' o r t h o s e p e o p 1 e t h a t w o u 1 d b e 
interested in st udying t his 
particular case in more detail:, 
the r e a r e a 1 i m i t e d n urn b er of 
copies of the detailed report 
on t he case s ti11 avai1able * 
t his is quoted b e1ow as 
reference 3. In 1932? BUFORA 
he1d a specia1 seminar on this 
case in Edinburgh. Cassette 
recordings of the presentations 
a r e avai1ab1e fr o m the t ape 
1 i brar i an Rob in Li ndsey, who 
s ho u1d be c o nta c ted for c o s t s 
and o ther d e tails. 
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the: muro report . 

SUMMARY 


T hi e f o 11 o i.i.i i n g c o mm e n t s w ere 
made collectively by members 
of the Midlands UFO File search 
Organisation. We were very 
g r a t e f u 1 t o r e c: e i v e t h e 
t rouse r s f r o m t h e IJ F 0 R A 

R e s e a r c h d e p a r t m e n t a n d w e 
hoped that we might make some 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h i s c as e ? 
which is one of the most 
unusua 1 and best reported to 
date. We have not found 
an y t hing in o ur ex aminatio n o f 
t h e t r o us e r s wh i c h w o u 1 d o f f e r 
answers to the key question in 
t h i s case ? name 1 y ? was a 
n a t u r a 1 t e r r e s t r i a 1 e v e n t ;• 
such as an atmospheric or 
p h y s i o 1 o g i c a 1 p h e n o m e n o n? t h e 
cause of this sig h ting ? 
However? if anyone is still 
r e a d i n g an d an a 1 y s i n g t h e d a t a 
i n t h i s case ? i t i s poss i bl e 
t h a t w h a t we say may spark o f f 
s o m e f u r t h e r s t u d i e s i n t l"i i s 
a r f u t u r e c a s e s . 

INITIAL COMMENTS 


We noted that there may have 
b een f u r th e r damage t o t h e 
t r o u s e r s a f t e r t h e i n c i d e n t 
a n d b e f o r e t h e y r e a c h e d u s . 
T hi e f a c t t h a t t h e y w e r e t a k e n 
i n a n o n ■•-■s t e r i 1 e b ag f a r 
f o r e n s i c e x a m i n a t i o n i s a 
cause for concern? as we were 
aware f rom discussions wit h 
81 e ua r t C amp b ell. (s ee p age 19 
o f r epor t ? t h e trousers wer e 
taken away for examination in 
a plastic shopping bag which 
r esu1 ted in t he m be co ming 
c o n t ami i n a t e d w i t h f 1 o ur .Ed) . 


Our ini t i al imprsssion on 
1 o o k i n g a t t h e t e a r s o n e a c h 
sid e o f th e t r ouse r s was tha t 
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they we r e co n sis te n t with the 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f e v e n t s g i v e n b y 
t h e w i t n e s s ? R o b e r t T a y 1 o r . 

VISUAL OBSERVATIONS 

The trousers are described on 
pages 17?18 and 19 of the 
p u b 1 i s hi e d r e p o r t (1) . T hi e 

material is a heavy duty black 
s e r g e . T h e t e a r s w e r e m a d e o n 
the o u t side an d we 1o o k e d at 
t hi e p o c k e t s w i thin. T h e 1 e f t 
hip pocket is rectangular and 
i s ma r k e d w i t h t h e f i g u r e s J. 19 ? 
but shows no damage. 

W e n o t e d t h a t t h e t e a r s o n b o t h 
sides had paral1e1 sec tions? 
and on the left leg the angles 
m ad e by the o f f se t tear s to 
t h e ma i n tears? w h i c h 1 e d t o t hi e 
seams? were equal. This was 
presumab1y the 1 ine o f weakness 
o f t h e fibres. W e w e r e p u z z ]. e d 
b y t h e s m all p u n c t ur e o n t h e 
T e f t a b o u t 6 0 m m f r o m t h e t e a r 
and about 80mm from the seam. 
11 s ug g e s t e d t hi a t i f p un c t u r e s 
ha d st a r t ed the t ear s? th e 
f i b r e s h a d n o t b e e n p u 11 e d a t 
e v e r y p un c t u r e . A sma 3.1 c u t 
appeared to have occurred on the 
left side lower edge? and we 
w on d e r e d wh e t h e r an y f i b r e 
s a m p 1 e s h a d b e e n t a k e n .. 

W e a 1 s o n o t e d n u m e r o u s d o g 
hairs? and the mud patches 
r e f e r r e d t o i n t hi e r e p o r t . W e 
w o n d e r e d w h e t h e r i t h a d b e e n 
possible to test any of the mud 
o n t h e t r o u s e r s f o r c o m p a r i s o n 
w i t h t h e o t h e r samp 1 es . 

W h e n i.M e 1 o o k e d a t t h e r i q h t 1 e g 
w e n o t e d t h a t o n t h e m o n e y 
p o cket there was no ap p a r e nt 
d a m a g e ? n o r o n t h e r e c. t a n g u 1 a r 
r i g h t h a n d h i p p o c k e t H o w e v e r ? 
t hie t rucheon p ock.e t was mor e 
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i n t e r e s t i n g . (R o b e r t Tay 1 p r s 
t r o u s e r s a r e s u r p 1 u s p o 1 i c e 

trousers .Ed) « Two marks were 

o b v i o us :• b o t h hav i nq ma t e r i a3. 
r a i s e d i n d i r e c t i o n p o i n t i n g 
outwards? i ..e „ towards the 
appa rent p oint o f en tr y . 
H o w e v e r ? oj e w e r e n o t s u r e h o w 
easy it would be for this to 
occur as a result of 
i vi v e s t i g a t o r s p o k i n g a t t h t 
ma t e r i a 1 T h e 1 o w e r h o 3. e h a d a 
maximum diameter of 3mm when 
the fibr es were op e n ed t o 
t h e i r n a t u r a 1 e x t e n t . T h e 
u p p e r h o 1 e h a d s o m e 

d i s c o 1 o u r a t i o n a r o un d i t ? b u t 
ag a i n t l"i i s c o u 1 d h a v e b e e n 
in t r oduc e d by an investig a ter . 
A s n o t e d b y S t e u a r t C a m p b e 11 
t !"i e o u t e r m a r k s c o r r e sp o n d t e 
p un ct ur e mar ks o n t h e t r ucheon 
p o c k e t . 


We thought 

that 

i t 


C 0 

ul d 


b e 

a r q u e 

d tha 

t 

t h e 

s 

pa 

c i 

n g s; 


o f 

t h e p 

un c t u 

r e 

s o n 

bo 

th 
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h e 
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e f t 

and r 

i g h t 

t r 

o us e r 
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eg 
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w e r 
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o f 

t hi e s 
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i z 

e . I 

f 

t h i 

s 

i.o 0 r 0 

t r u e 

t h e n 

o n e i s 

i 

n c 

1 i 

n e d 


to 

w o n d e r w h a 

t 

is the 

pr 

oh 

ab i 

i 

X 

i t y 

t hi a t 

the mar 

k s i.i.i e 

r e 

c 

au 

s e id 


by 

bell 3. 

1 i qlvt 

n i 

0 

U : 

b 

ar 

b e 

d ij.i 

i 

r e . 

W e w o n d e r e 

d 

w h a t 

w (0 

ul 

d 

b e 


the 

normal sp 

ac 

1 n 9 

be 

t w e e n 


t l"i e 

barbs 

o n b 

ar 

b e d M. 

i r 

0 . 


11 


has 

n o t 

b e e n 

e 

stabl 

i s 

h e 

d 


that 

b a r b e 

d w i 

r e 

C 0 IJ 

1 d 


b e 



t h e 

cause 

11 

i & 

a 1 s o 

i 

n d 

i c 

a t e 

d 

i n 

t h e 

r e p o r 

t 

th 

a t 



S t e 

u 
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Camp b 

ell 

c 0 

ul d 


n o 

I- 

\ 


f 

i n d 

aviywh 

e r 0 

a 1 

o n g 

t h 
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.j o u 
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that 
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I CAL. 
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I n o r 

d e r t 

0 

C O Vi 5 i 

d e 

r 

t h 

p 

b 

e s t 

e x p .1 a 

n a t i o 

r» 

f o r t 

h 0 


t e 

<5. 1' '::i> 


:.0 0 

e x am i 

n e d 

s o m e s 

i m 

i i 

ar 


b 

1 u e 

s e r q e 

ma t 

e r 

i a I 

0 f 


th 

0 

t 

ype 

i ssue 

d t o 

the f i 

r 0 


3 P 

r v i 

c 

P 3 „ 


We had a tunic of cloth 
t hickness appr o xima t e1y 0 » 86mm ? 
comp ar e d wit h t h e t ro users 
wh i c hi had an app r o x i ma t e 

t hickness of 0.79mm . The test 
ma t eria1 an d mic r o met e r we r e 
p r o v i d e d b y R o y D a v i d s o n » 

T l"i e t e s t m a t e r i a 1 r i p p e d a t 
about 6.35 kg when placed on a 
h o o k o f c r o $® @ <s t i © n a 1 
d i am e t e r 3.7mm . H o w e v e r ? i t 
would not rip up to a weight of 
14.5 kg when gripped in a vice 
over a 9 .5mm diamet er circular 
surface. With a double hole 
made by a fu11 hook rethreaded 
we noted that tearing j ust 
began at 15.9 kg applied. 

These rather simple tests 
suggest ed t hat t earing depended 
on the nature of the puncture 
as well as the area of support. 
While this may seen obvious we 
s t i 11 f e 1 t t h a t w e h a d n o t 
f u11y e s t ab1 is hed t h e 

covid i t i ons under wh i ch damage 
t o t h e t r o u s e r s c o u 1 d o c c u r . 
For e x amp1e? a sudd e n j e r k 
m i q hi t b e e x p e c t e d to initiate a 
t e a r m o r e e a s i 1 y t h a n s 1 o w 1 y 
applied weight. There are? of 
course? other physica1 factors 
which cou1d a 11e r the r e suIts? 
s u c h as t e rnp e r a t u r e ? m o i s t u r e 
an d o the r s . Once t earin q ha d 
b e q un i t s e e me d un 1 i k e 1 y t h a t 
it would stop (as it had) if 
p u11in g f or ces w er e s till b ein g 
ap pi i e d ? w i t h s u f f i c e vi t 

strength to move a man weighing 
73 kg. We noted that the grass 
h a d p r o b -a b 1 y b e e n q u i t e w e t ? 
c o n s i d e r i n q t h e h um i d i t y 

figures and the possibi1 ity o f 
a s 1 e e t s h o w e r d u r i n q t h e 
p r e v i o u s h o u r ? a s s u q q e s t e d b y 
t h e m e t e o r o 1 o g i c a 1 r e p o r t i n 
t he data 1 ist e d b y 81 e ua rt 
Campbel 1. 
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SUGGESTED FURTHER WORK. 

F u r t h e r t e s t s s u g q e s t e d b y R o y 
Dav i ids o n b u t n a t a 11 e mp t e d b y 
us j include the use of a dummy 
u,i e i g h t e d t o ma t c h t h e w i t n e ss ? 
and dragged in a similar 
s e r i e s o f t e s t s . T h i s 

suggestion did make us think 
t h a t dup 1 ic a tion a f re portsd 
e v e n t s c o u 1 d p r o b a b 1 y b e d o n e 
mo r e o f t e n t han h as b e e n t r i e d 
i n t h e p as tan d t h a t t h e s e 
p r o c e d u r e s c o u 1 d i m p r o v e o u r 
i.i.i h o 1 e t e c l"i n i q u e o f s i g h t i n g 
s i m u 1 a t i o n „ 

Furt h e r ideas which we r e 
discussed were the possibility 
t hi a t a f t e r b e i n g d r ag g e d t h e 


witness 

may 

have been 

1 i 

ft 

ed . 

We d i id 

n o t 

1 o o k f 

o r 


any 

e v i d e n c 

e o n 

t hi e t r o u 

s e r s 


f o r 

such 1 i 

f t i n g 

n o r d 

i d 

t h e r e 

seem to 

b e 

anything 

i n 


t h e 

witness 

? s ac 

count u.i l"i i 

c h 

l.i.l 0 

ul d 

c o r r o b o r a t e 

this sugges 

t i 

on . 

H o u.i e v e r 

t h 

e p r o c 

ess 


o f 

1 o o k i n g 

f o r 

n e u.i d a t a 

c o u 1 

d 

b e 

assis t e 

d w h e n e v e r w e 

ha 

ve 

a 

usef ul 

work i 

ng hypothesi 


t 0 

t e s t i 

n a d 

dition t 

o r 

an 

d o m 


s e a r c. h e s . 

W e a 1 s o won d e r e d wh e t h e r any 
mor e in f o r ma ti a n was avai1 ab1e 
on any scuff marks that would 
presumably have occurred to 
t hi e u.i i t n e sss b o o t s o r s c r ap e 
m a r k s o n t h e g r o u n d „ 

CONCLUSIONS 

T hi e e v i d e n c e s o f a r ? t h e r e f o r e 
does support the theory that 
R o b e r t 1" a y 1 o r 1 a y o n t h e 

g r ound unc o n cious n o t f a r from 
t hi e p o i n t o f c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
r e p o r t e d sp h e r e s . W e h a v e n o 
data t a suggest t hat abiduc t i a n 
o c c u r r e d ? b u t w e w e r e 


i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e f a c t t hi a t 


hypn 

o t i c r e g r 

ess 

i on 

ma 

y 

have 

b e e n 

attemp ted 

. 

11 


b e 

interesting to 

k n 

O l.i.l 

i.i.i hi e t hi e r 

a vi y 

s u c h 

hypnosis 

h a d 

p r 

o d u c 

e d 

d a t a 

c o r r 

o b o r a t i n g 

t h e 

gr 

o un d 

marks 

o r t h e o t h e r 

p h y 

s i c 

al 

t r a 

L (v.‘ ;* 

i n c 1 

u d i n g t h e 

t r o 

users . 



I n o t hi e r t e s t s 

u.i h 

i c h 

w e 

car 

r i e d 

o u t 

i.i.i e used 

a 


m i c r 

0 s c 

o p e ? 

p r o v 

i d e d b y J o 

h n 

'■i i b 

s o n 

an d 

an 

ul tr 

avio1et 1 i 

g h t 

b e 

1 o n g 

i ng 

t 0 

Roy 

Davidson . 






We 

f e e 1 t h a t 


use 


o f 

a 

m i c r 

oscope was 

o f 


J. i rn 

i t e d 

value? and tha 

t o n 1 y 

1 o u.i 

p o i.i.i e r 

magn 

ification 

wa 

s 

useab1e 

by 


our group. This is not to say 
that micr osco p e s a r e no t 
i mp o r t an t ? s i mp 1 y t ha t we d i d 
n o t In a v e t h e e >: p ert i s e i n t h i s 
f i e 1 d t h a t w o u 1 d b ® 

ap propriat e . Per hap s so m e 
p h o t o m i c: r o g r ap hs o f t h e t o r n 
areas should be taken for 

f u t u. v' e r e f e r' e n c e . 

Under ultraviolet light the 
o n 1 y f 1 u o r e s c. e n c e a b s e r v e r e d 
was t he e xp e c te d g1o w f r o m s o me 
s t i t c h i n g c o 11 o n o n t h e 
p o c k e t s :■ an d a g r ea t d ea 1 a f 
small flecks of dust and fibres 
w h i c h f 1 u o r e s c e d a 1 s o . T hi e s e 
a r e t y p i c a 1 o f o r d i n a r y 
c 1 o t h i ng an d 1 i n t .. Th i s i s 
an o t h e r f i e 1 d w h i c l"i r e q u i r e s 
m o r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

R o y D a v i d s o n w o n id e r e d 
i n f r ar e d sp e c t r ome t r y 
show additianal data„ 

Although no positive results 
h a d b e e n o b t a i n e d ? w e f e 1 t t h a t 
t h e s t u d i e s h a d c 1 a r i f i e d a 

(continued on page 54) 


w h e t hi e r 
m i g t"i t 
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S t e p h en 6amb 1 e ? D i r e c 'I; o r o f R es e ar c h 


ABSTRACT 


This short paper will present 
s m a 11 r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t b a s e d 
r e p o r i s . 


In 

t w 0 

p r e 

V 

i o us ar t i c I e s (1 ? 2) 


a 

p r o j 

e 

ct to design and 

c o n 

s t r 

uct. 


a c o mp r e h e n s i v e 

c o m p u t 

e r b 

a 

s e d i n d e x o f a 11 

case 

r e p o r t s h a s b e e n 

d e s 

c r i 

b e d . 


T h e i n d e x :• w h i c h 

c o n 

t a i 

n s i 

n 

formation such as 

BUF 

ORA 

cas 

0 

r e f e r e n c e n u m b e r ? 

t h e 

d a t e 

1 

ocation and basic 

d e t 

a i 1 

3 


o f t h e o b j e c t 

r e p o r t 

e d 


r uns on Sinc1 air 

Sp e 

c t r 

urn ( 

’ViT 

) computers using 

t h e 

Ma 

s t e r 

f 

i 1 e D a t a b a s e s y s t e m 

(4) 

u 

On e 


major use of the 

i n d 

e x 

i 

3 

t o i d e n t i f y 

i n d 

i v i 

dual 


c a s e s o r g r o u p s o f 

C. 3 3 

es 

s u i 

t a b 1 e f o r f u r t h e r 

r e s 

e a r 

ch « 


T1 “i i s r e p o r t 

i 11 

us t 

r a t e 

3 

the latter use of 

t hi e 

i n 

d e x . 



Wh i 

1 s t 

e n t 

© 

ring data into my 

v e r 

s i on o 

f 

the systenn. I 

n o t 

i c e 

d t ha 

t t h e r e w e r e t w o 

r e p o r t 

s o n 


the same day which 

had 

p r 

ev i o 

u 

s 1 y be en e va1uat ed 

as 

b r i 

q h t 

m e t e o r i c f i r e b a 1 1 s . 

The 

s e 

i.».! 0 r 0 


76-1 IS and 76-119 

an d 

they h 

a 

d a n umbe r of oth er 

f e a 

t u V' 

e s i 

n 

c o mmo n ? t h ey were 

b o t 

h f 

r o in 

the Herne Bay area» 

b o t 

h v' 

0 p o r 

t 

ed time as 22 “ 40 

an d 

b o 

t h w e r e i n v e s t i q a t e d b y 

v. 

Ma 

r t i n 

„ 

A r m e d w i t h t h i s 


information I was able to 
s e a r c h m y d a t a b a s e t o s e e i f 
t h e r e w e r e any o t h e r 

su.pp o r t i nq cases 

B e f o r e e x p 1 a i n i n g t h e r e s u 1 t s 
o f t h i s s e a r c h I s h o u 1 d s t r e s s 
t h a t t h e s e a r e p r e 1 i m i n a r y 
r e s u 1 + s an d t h a 1 I s t i 11 h av e 
t. o s t u dy t h e a r i g i na 1 c as e 


some preliminary results of a 
upon a study of BUFORA case 


r epo r t s before a fin a1 

evaluation can be made,, I 
carried out a search of the 
dat a b ase f or reports f or t he 
61h June 1976 „ This p r o duc ed a 
to ta1 of t en reports for that 
day which are shown in table 1. 
0 f t h e s e e i g h t we re repor f e d t o 
have occurred between 22s30 and 
22"40 » I consider t he s e wit hin 
the 1 imits of reporting error 
to be the same time and these 
eight wi11 form the basis of 
f u r t h e r s t u d y . T w o r e p o r t s 

76-409 (at 20s30) and 76-156 
(at 10s15) were eliminated f ro m 
further study because they were 
at th e inco r r ec t time. 

A b r i e f descrip tio n of t h e 
remaining eight cases is shown 
in table 2. As can be seen from 
t h e t a b 1 e :• s e v e n of t h e 

r eported ob j ec ts ar e described 
as bright 1iq h t s wit h t r ai1s . 
It would be very unlikely that 
seven r eports o f entire1y 
dif f e r ent ob j ec t s wo u1d agree 
so well in both time and 
de scrip tion . Mike W o a 11en (1) 
s l"i o w s t h e h o u r 1 y d i s t r i b u t i o n 


of UFO 

in 

r_ 

o 

LL 

n c 

1uding I 

FCO s 

) t 0 

be 10.9514 


f o r c 

ases 

b e t w e e n 2 2: 0 0 a n d 


22:59 . 

H e r e 

we hav 

e :• in o w e v e r 


8014 o f 

t h e 

cases 

r e p o r t e d 


f o r 

t l"i i s 

p a r t i c 

ular day oc 

c u r r i n g w i 

t h i n 

a t e n 

m i n u t e 

t 

i me s 

pan . 

W o o 11 e n s d a t a r e 

1 a 

t e s t o 

t h e 

e a r 1 y 

19 B G s and 

w e 

a r e d e a 1 i n g 

w i t h a 

single day 

i 

n t h e 

in i d - 

1970s 

so cauti 

on 

s h o u 1 d 

be 

( t e x t 

continued on 

page 34 - 
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June 1976 Fireball 


TABLE 1 . 

CASE REPORTS FOR 6TH JUNE 1976 


BUFORA Code 

T i m e 

Lacation 

1 n v @ s t i i & t a r 

76-114 

22: 30 

Whitstable? Kent 

V.Mart i n 

76 -118 

22: 40 

Herne Bay? Kent 

V.Mart i n 

76-119 

22: 40 

Herne Bay? Kent 

V.Mart i n 

76-156 

10: 15 

Colchester 

A . C o 11 i n s 

76-169 

22: 40 

K i d s g r o v e ? S t a f f s 

C . B o u r n e 

76-179 

22: 40 

l< i dsgrove ? St af f s 

C.Bourne 

76-180 

22: 30 

L o n g t o n ? S t a f f s 


76-364 

22: 30 

C r o o k1 an d s ? C umb ria 

N . S t e p h e n s o n 

76-408 

22: 30 

81 r o u d ? i j 1 o s 

T .Hooper ? BF'SB 

76-409 

20: 30 

S t r o u d ? G1 o s 

T .Hooper ? BF'SB 


TABLE 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF REPORTED OBJECTS 

Case No. Descrip tion Evaluation 

76-TI'T . 

7 6 -■ 118 I i g h t ui it h b u r n i n q t r a i 1 f i r e b a 11 

7 6.119 1iq h t w i t h b u rnin g trail fireball 

7 6 -169 orange star-■ 1 i ke ob j ec t w i t h sparks and fail 

76-179 bright spot changing shape 

76-180 brigh t o bj e ct wit h t r a i 1 

76-364 br i gh t ball-., moving w i t h tail 

76-408 b 1 ue :■ wh i t e o b j e c t w i t h tail 
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(continued from page 52) 

e x ercise d i n making an y 

c o mp a r i is o n ? h o w ever it i s 

un1 ik e1y that ho u r1y 

dis trib u tion h as a1tered 

s i g n i f i c an 11 y b e t w e e n t h e 

197Ds and 19BQS-. At this 
point in time? I have no 
fig ur es wit h which t o compare 
the shap e with t he genera1 
dis t rib u tion of report ed 

shapes „ 

T h i s p r o p o s e d f i r e b a 11 

occur r e d j ust before t he 
q uo t ed date s for the June 
Lyrid me t eor shower. Norton ? s 
S t a r A11 a s (5) q u o t e s t h e s e a s 
b e i n g J un e 101 h t o ..J un e 21s t ? 
a 1 t h o u g h m e t e o r s a n d fire b alls 
ass o ciat e d wit h this sh o we r 
may be seen a few days either 
side o f t he se d a tes . T h e J un e 
L... y r i d s a r e c h a r a c ter i s e d b y 
b 1 ue wh i t e me t eo r s? wh i c h f i t s 
I.M e 11 w i t h the d e s c r i p t i o n 
here? e spe cia11y t he 

description of 76-408 from 
S t r o u d . 

FURTHER WORK 

0bvious1y f ur ther work need to 
be carried out using the case 
r e p or t s . T h e fir s t s t age m us t 
b e to e xamine t h e origin a1 
c as e r e p o r t s . T h i s w i 11 f i 11 
i n s o m e o f t h e d a t a w h i c h i s 
cur r en 11y missing f rom my 
database such as the colour of 
all the reported objects and 
an q u1 ar siz e . Th e s e rep o r ts 
shou1d be easy to ex tract 
b ec aus e w e h av e the c ase 
numbers which were identified 
i n th e origin a1 compu te r 
s e a r c h r a t h e r t h a n h a v i n g t o 
examine a11 t he case repor ts 
looking for cases from the 
same dat e „ In add i t i on? o t her 
c a s e r e p o r t s f r o m t h e s a m e d a y 


bet w een 22»00 and 23:00 from 
both the U.K. and Europe should 
be examined. If any readers 
know of reports other t han 
those mentioned? I would be 
gratefu1 to h e ar ab o u t them. 
Once all this data is collected 
it might be possible to work 
out the track of th s proposed 
fireball. In conclusion I would 
1 i k e t o t h an l< the investigators 
mentioned in Table 1 who's work 
made this possible. 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER IN SCOTLAND. 

(continued from page 51) 

number of points? and that we 
w o u1d benefit in f u tur e 

i nvt;st i gat i ons . 

Members of MURO involved in 
t h i s s t u d y w e r e: 

R o y Davidson? 

J o h n G i b s o n ? 

C h a r 1 e s L o c k w o o d ? 

Allen Stevens? 

J e an S t e v e n s ? 
and Ann Walker 

REFERENCE. 
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His t o r y No. 1? C1o s e Enco unt e r 
at Livingston. E d i t eid by C .F . 
Lockwood and L .W. Bayer. 
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MAKING PROGRESS IN RESEARCH 
Stephen Gamble.. Director of Research. 

One of the intentions of my earlier paper on the future of 
research (1) was to encourage the view that scientific 
methodology should be used to study UFO and other related 
transient aerial phenomena. I was certainly not the first to 


a d v o c a t e t h i s f o r e x amp 1 e b o t h 
a 1 so proposed simi1 ar app1icati 
S i m i 1 a r o p i n i o n s h a v e b e e n w i d e ] 
o f r e s e a r c hP e t e r H i 11 < 4? 5) . 

0 n e c o m m o n q u e s t i o n a s k e d i s 
w h y a r e p r o f e s s i o n a 1 

s c i e n t i s t s n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n 
UFO’s? I think that 

p r o f e ss i o n a 1 s i e n t i s t s w o u 1 d 
b e i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n d u c t i n g 
s e r i o u s r e s e a r c h i n t o l.J F 0 
p h e n o m e n a.. h o w eve r m an y o f t h e 
b asic r e q uirement s f o r 

successful research do not 
e x i s t „ T o p o s e a q u e s t i o n 
asked by Hill (4) "Why have we 
m ade s o lift 1e p r o gr ess tha t 
we have not mu ch m o r e 
d o c u m e n t e d ? h a r d f a c t t h a n w e 
had when BUF0RA was f ounded i n 
1964? The answer is complex 
and multifactorial ." I agree 
w i t h Pe t e r H i 11 t he answe r i s 

truly co mp1ex a n d m u11if ac t. 

or i al .. and 1 i ke h i m I bel i eve 
o n e o f t h e f a c t o r s is t h e 
i n e v i t ab 1 e us e o f e n t h us i as t i c 
volunteers who are unaware of 
t h e s c i e n t i f i c m e t h o d o f 

enquiry. The only way to make 
sig nificant s tep s f o r war d i s 
t o a 11 r a c t p r o f e s s i o n a 1 

s c j e n t i s t s w i t h t h e r e q u i r e d 
s k i 11 s an d t h e s e w i 11 n o t b e 
a 11 r a c t e d u n 1 e s s a s u i t a b 1 e 
r es ea r ch en vir onment exists. 

W h a t w o u 1 d b e a s u i t a b 1 e 
r e s e a r c h e n v i r o n m e n t ? 

T h e r e a r e t w o t h i n g s 

n e c e s s a r y t o c r e a t e a s u i t a b 1 e 
r e s e a r c h e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e s e 
a r e f i r s 11. y a su i t ab 1 e 
a 11 i t u d e f r o m t h o s e w i t h w h o m 

■Journal of Transient Aeri&l Phenomena? 


Hynek (2) and Hwndry (3) have 
o n o f s c i e n t i f i c m e t h o d o 1 o g y . 
y e x p r e s s e d b y f o r m e r d i r e c t o r 

y o u wo u 1 d b e w o r k i n g ? p e r h ap s 
better called the research 
c1imat e? and seco nd1y p ro viding 
adequate backup facilities to 
e n a b 1 e r e s e a r c h t o t a k « p 1 a g § , 
This s econ d ar e a co u1d be 
r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e i n f r a s t r u c •- 
t ure of resear ch. I w i 11 
co nc e n t r a t e more o n the s e c o nd 
of these as it is an area in 
w h i c h I f e e 1 w e c a n e x e r t m o s t 
i n f 1 u e n c e . H o w e v e r ? b e f o r e 

moving on I will discuss 
brief1y t h e fir st op tion? t h e 
r e s e a r c h c: 1 i m a t e . 

R e s e ar ch is based upo n t h r e e 
b as i c p r i n c i p 1 e s ? o b j e c t i v e s? 
testable hypotheses and facts. 
T h e o b j e c t i v e i s a c 1 e a r 1 y 
d efined tar g et ? p u t an o th er way 
w h a t d o y o u w i s h t o g e t o u t o f 
y o u r r e s e a r c t"i l I a m s u r e ? i f 
a s k e d? m a n y p e o p 1 e w o u 1 d s a y 
t h a t t h e i r o b j e c t i v e i s 
something like to solve the UFO 
e nig ma. T his is un r eas o nab1e? 
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making Progress in Research 


the testing of the hypothesis 
cou1d be the obj ective of the 
second pro j ect . To illustrate 
11"i i s a 1 i 111 e f ur t h er let us 
f o 11 o w a s i mp 1 e s e q u e n c e 
t h r o ug h . 


Our first objective can be to 
e s t a b 1 i s h a c a t a 1 o g u e o f all 
sig htin gs r ec or d e d by EUFORA 
i.i.i h i c h o c c ar r e d b e t w e e n an d 
i Vi c 1 i..t d i ng? say ? t h e f i r s t o f 
January 1970 and 31st December 
1979. To make it easy to use 
this catalogue we will use a 
simp1e computer sy ste m to 

s t o r e o u r d a t a . A f t e r s e v e r a 1 
m o n t h s w o r k w e m a y h a v e 
e n te r ed d e t ai1s of a11 the 
sig h tings into ou r co mp ut er 
s y s t e m s o t h a t o u r o b j e c t i v e 
has been reached. Next we can 
c o nsid er ho w we can us e the 
r e suIts (i .e. t he ca t a1o gu e) 
f r o m t h i s p r o j e c t t o a i d 
f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h . 


Having suc cessfu11y comp1et ed 
one project we can start to 
t h i n k a b o u t a n e w p r o j e c t 
w l'i i c h m i g h t f o 11 o w o n f r o m t h e 
first in easy stages. One of 
my o t h e r i n t e re s t s is 

as t r o n omy an d I am 

p ar ticu1 a r1y interest e d in t h e 
study of me teors . Let us 
construct a hypothesis for our 
seco n d p r oj ect ? my hyp o t h esis 
is t hat s om e UF0 repo r ts a r e 
caused by misidentification of 
m e t e o r s . S o t h e o b j e c t i v e f o r 
t h e s e c o n d p r o j e c t is t o 
e x a m i n e t h e c a t a 1 o g u e 

produced as a result of our 
first project? to see if any 
c a s e s h a v e b e e n e v a 1 u a t e d a s 
m e t e o r s « W e a s k t h e c o rn p u t e r 
t o c a r r y o u t t h i s s e a r c h o f 
t h e c a t a 1 o g u e an d a f t e r a 
c o up 1 e o f m i n u t e s i t c o m es 
b a c k w i t h a 1 i s t o f s e v e r a 1 
c a s e s t h a t h a v e b e e n e v a 1 u a t e d 


as definate meteors. To recap 
we have s 

1) Define d a hypothesis i . e . 
some UFO reports are meteors 

2) Set an objective i .e. 

attempted to test the 

hypo t hes i 53 

3) Established a fact i.e. some 
UFO r e p ort s are d e fina t e1y 
misid e n tifie d meteor s. 


We cou 1 d t hen d e f i ne a t h i r id 
p r o j e c t wh i c ti b u i 1 t up o n t h e 
seconid ? say out of e i gh t me teor 
rep or t s identified in t he 
second project? two related t o 
an ex t r erne1y bright fir ebal1 
seen on the same night at the 
s a m e t i m e b y t w o i n d e p e n d e n t 
groups of witnesses. We cou 1 d 
form a hypothesis t ha t if this 
fireba11 was so bright then it 
might have been se en by o t her 
witnesses who reported as a UFO 
therefore t fier e shou1d be 
other reports of it that? 
p e r haps have no t been evaluat ed 
as a fireball. Again a search 
of our database might reveal 
ten cases for that particular 
day of which eight including 
the original t wo are reported 
to have occurred between 22:30 
and 22:40 and all are described 
as being a bright light w i t h a 
trail. It would be necessary? 
of course? at this stage to 
examine in detail the original 
case reports before 

reclassifying these cases to be 
m e t e o r 33. 


As a fourth project it might be 
possible to determine the track 
o f this fir ball over the U.K. 
usin q t he data from the 
o rigina1 c as e report s? o r to 
s e a r c h n e w s c 1 i p p i n g s f o r 

additional data or to compare 
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i t i.i.i i + h s i m i 1 a r d a t a f r o m ? 
say:, t he Br i t i sh Astronom i ca 1 
Association meteor s ectio n . A t 
e c: h s t a g e w e h a v e h a d c 1 e a r 
o b t a i n a b 1 e o b j e c. t i v e s , w e h a v e 
b u i 1. t a n d t e s t e d h y p o t h e s e s 
based on the e vid en c e we h av e 
previous1y ob tained and we 
have documented each stage we 
h a v e g o n e t h r o u g h s o t h a t 
o t her researchers can see 
exactly wh at we h av e d o ne and 
if necessary they can repeat 
t h e s a m e e x e r c i s e . 

What w e h a v e n o t d o n e i s s e t 
u n o b t a i n a b 1 e o b j e c t i v e s e.g. 
to so1ve comp1ete1y the UF0 
problem. If something is 

clearly unobtainable a 

professianal in any fie 1 d wi 11 
not waste any time on it. 
A n o t li e r t h i n g t h a t w e h a v e n o t 
done is to decide. o n t h e 
r e s u 1 t o f a s t u d y w i t h o u t 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e e v i d e n c e :• f o r 
e x a m p ]. e e v e n t h o u g h t h e 
r e si u 1 t s o f o u r t h i r d s t u d y 
r e v e a 1 e d e i g h t c a s e s w h i c h 
c o u 1 d b e m e t e o r s u.i e c o u 1 d n o t 
re c1 assif y th e m with out 

c o n s i d e r i n q t h e o r i g i n a 1 c a s e 
reports. Again if you cannot 
p r es e n t e v i d e n c e t o s up p o r t a 
give n idea it is no t w or t h 
wasting time on. 

T o s urn up :• t h e c o r r e c t 

r esea r c h c1 imate is o n e i n 
w h i c h c 1 e a r o b t a i n a b 1 e 

o b j e c t i v e s c an b e se t an d i n 
w h i c h c o nc 1 us i o n s a r e o n 1 y 
id r a w n a f t e r f u 11 c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
o f t h e e v i d e n c e „ T h is a 1 s o 
means that people have to be 
a 11 o w e d t o p r e s e n t t h e i r 
e v i d e n c e h o we v e r s t r an g e t h e i r 
ideas. Supporters of the UFOs 
a r e n a. t u r a 1 p h e n o m e n a t h e o r y 
s hould not dismiss ou t of hand 
the peop1e who think that UFOs 
a r e e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a 1 v e h i c 1 e s :• 


in the same way ETH supporters 
should not dismiss those who 
f avo u r a p sy chic explanation. 
L. e t e a c h p r e s e n t t h e i r 
e vid en c e ? on1y dismiss them if 
t h e y h a v e n o e v i d e n c e t o 
P r e s e n t „ It i s n o 1 o n g e r g o o d 
enough to proclaim I support 
t his t hi e o r y o r t h a t t h e o r y 
because I know it is right 
you now have to prove it. 

T h e I n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f R e s e a r c h . 

H a v i n g e s t a b 1 i s h e d a v i a b 1 e 
r esearch c 1 i mat e what e 1 se is 
nec essar v to prod uce a s uiab1e 
r e s e a r c h e n v i r o n m e n t ? T h e 

m o d e r n r e s e a r c h e r h a s c o m e t o 
e x p e c t a n u m b e r o f b a s i c 
faci1 ities t o support h i s 
r e s e a r c. h :■ h e j u s t d o e s n o t h a v e 

t h e time to re.invent the whee1 

each time he carries out an 
experiment . The majority of 
r e se a r ch in t he Unit ed Kin g do m 
i s d o n e o n s h o r t t e r m c o n t r a c t s 
o f t w o o r three y e a r s. 11 i s 

o n 1 y p o s s i b 1 e f o r a r e s e a r c h e r 
t o c a r r y out h i s r e s e a r c h 
prog r a m b y a 11 a c h i n g hi i m s e 1 f t o 
a Universit y or o t h er r esear ch 
i n s t i t u t e i.o h i c h pro v i d e s b a s i c 
facilities such as laboratory 
and 1 ibrary faci1 ities . It i s 
e x a c 11 y t hi is t y p e o f f a c i I i t y 
that is 1 acking in the fie1d o f 
UFOIogy . 

When starting any new study a 
r e s e a r c hi e r n o r m a 11 y s t a.r t s b y 
reviewing the literature. One 
rn e t h o d o f d o i n q t h i s i s t o f i n d 
s e v e r a 1 p a p e r s a b o u t t h e 
s u b j e c t y o u a r e i n t e r e s ted i n :• 
t h e vi f i n d a s s o c i a t e d p a p e r s b y 
studyingt h e q u o t ed r ef er ence s 
in these papers. This is one 
a r e a w h e r e t h e U F 01 o g i cal p r e s s 
has been seriously lack i nq ; . 
many articles a nd p ap ers do 
q u o t e t h e s o u r c e s o f 
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UFOlogy. This is clearly 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t B U F' 0 R A c o u 1 d d o 
using the Large number of 
e x c I "i a n g e j a u r n a 1 s w e r e c e i v e . 

In a normal scient i f i c 
investigation it is usual to 
s c a n a 1 i t e r a t u r e d a t a b a s e 
such as BLAISE to check if any 
s i m i 1 a r w o r k h as b e e n c a r r i e d 
out . BLAISE! is the Br i t i sh 
L. i b r a r y A u t o ma t e d I n f a r ma t i o n 
S e r v i c e » oj h i c h i s a c o mp u t e r 
database (6) which research 
institutes can access via the 
a c a d e m i c c o m p u t e r n e t w o r k „ 

"I" i'i i s s y s t e m c o n t a i n s 

information on a wIde variety 
of books arid other- 

publications in English and 
for many of the items there 
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1954:. Tie '...Io1 ; ~a e -'ey c refe¬ 
rence to : * :e -z =.e : * : a 11 y 

charged (I- *3 = =:z erien- 

ced an ele : * - : = * : : • from 

drifting sz ;= e =: . This 

suggests that a can be 

a conglomerate ;* - a * = a1 he1d 

t oge t her by s * a * : r . a ; * ; i ty 

so if this a a a: * - the 

F 1 o r i d a mater a 1 - * a e * * e ■; t o f 
placing i t • a * a •er may 

have earthed * s : .a: *o it 

falling apart- a; : opening 

t he container - - e : c11ector 

1.1.1 o u 1 d not have 3 = = - -.at h e 
expec t ed . We sea - * a a perf- 
ec 11y convent ; ore. 5 ;;1 a * ation 

1 . 1.1 h i ch accords - * - ..r,dane 

causes is poss die. 

The o n 1 y other case - a * 0 n e d 
is a fall of a *;e. - a - at 

Evora? Portugal. I -a led to 
3 ee the point lass - = was 
seeking to make s. - cl .ding 

this case> unless * :e that 
t he description o x * - a -a t e ria1 
as being a "wh :e gsla- 'ions 
substance" suggests a a - lar- 
i ty w i t t'i ec t op 1 as~ a : a -srked 
c o ri t r as t w i t h sp t c e - s as. But 
web made by spec es :* the 

spider genus? Tegenar _a a- : 

also certain cribe11 a * = a z decs 
does a c c o rd wit h t u e - a - e • al 
as described. One - gh* add 
that the "apparerd 1 . . ---ncwn 

m i c r o b e " a 1 a; 0 men* css b y 
Cassire r ? h as dis ' ’egrated . 
Perhaps there is no s gr f ; ;a.ri¬ 
ce i n t h i s? ye t i t r.app e vs that 
i n 0 rder to preserve t r.e rema i ns 
of spiders one must p.u them in 
a 1 c o h o 1 0 t h e r w i s e the y d r y o u t 
and eventua11y fall to pieces. 
The r e has be en n 0 proper sc i en — 
t i f i c r e p 0 r t c o n c e r n r. g the 
Evora case? although one was 
pr o mis ed ? n a r has t he "microbe" 
b e e n d e s c r i b e d i n ari y detail? 
but what I i111e detail there is 
a v a i 1 a b 1 e s u g g e s t s the organism 
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PSI / UF0 I n t e r f ac ec on t . . . 

c o u 1 d have b e en a sp e c i e s o f 
imma tura Lin yp hid a a. 

Thare ara maj or problems in 
t he st udy of ange 1 ha i r ? some 
of which I have discussed 
elsewhere ( The Angel Hair 
P r o b 1. e m i n IJ f a 1 o g y . N U F 01S 
P r e s s ? IM o t T i n q h a m ? 19 81 a n d 

'' Some obser vations o n An ge1 
Hair".- 0SEAP Journa 1 (1983) 1, 
2? pp 5--10) . Most relate to 
the unsatisfactory nature of 
t h e va rio us repo r t s- b ut t h e r e 
is one fact which really does 
stand out» there is no need to 
introduce mystification or the 
p a r a n o r m a 1 i n t h e m a n n e r 
Cass i r e r a 11 emp t s t o . 


R.W .Morrel 1 , 

No 11inqham UFO Investigation 
S o c i e t y? 

Not tinqham 
May 1985. 


SOLAR AND EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
LIFE ••••• A NEW HYPOTHESIS 

D e a r S i r ? 

A1 i F . A b u t a h a p r o p o s e s t h a t 
t ft e r e i s i n t e 11 i q e n t 1 i f e o n 
t h e S u n ! W h y d o e s h e p r o p o s e 
t h i s * n e w h y p o t h e s i s ? ? W h a t 
d ata is th e hypot h esis t r ying 
t o exp1 ain ? A b s o1u t e1y none . 
Even the UFO data are to him 
me r e 1 y m i n o r c on f i rmat i o n o f 
his notion (in fact UFO data 
are useless to him or anyone 
e 1 s e) . H e i s c e r t a i n 1 y n o t 
a 11emp ting to ex p1 ain any 
c u r i o us so 1 a r p h e n o m e n a .. N o r 
c an In i s hyp o t h e s i s b e s c i e n t — 


i f i c :• since it is not capable 
o f bein q f a1sitied. 11 d oes not 
e v e n m a k e a n y t e s t a b I e 

p r e d i c t i o n s . I f t h e r e i nu & 
s o1 ar int e11iqen c e and it has 
chosen to i gnore us we sh11 
never discover it. 

Ce nt r a1 to his hy p o the sis is 
t h e i d e a t h a t t h e r e 1 a t i v e 1 y 
f ew n e utr a1 atoms of t h e 
molecules necessary for life 
have : . in the solar convection 
z o n e :■ come t o g e t h e r t o f o r m 
ac tiv e asso cia tions. He sta tes 
that t h e re ar e m e ch anisms whic h 
can b r i ng t h e m t og e t h e r b u t h e 
d o e s n o t s t a t e w h a t t h e s e 
m ec h anisms are (a11h o ug h he 
s u g g e s t s t h a t p r e s s u r ed e n s i t y 
magnetic fields and gravity are 
inv o1v ed!) . Noting the dif f e r e - 
n tiation evident on Ear t h (wit- 
hou t which 1 if e c o u1d n o t have 
evolved)? he implies that such 
d i f f er e n tiation h as o cc u r r e d o n 
the Sun. Of course there is no 
j ustifica tion f or this id e a; 
solar temperatures are far too 
h i g h f o r t ft e c ft e m i c a 1 

combinations necessary for dif. 

f er entiatio n to o c cu r . I f t h e 
Earth was heated to the solar 
t e mp erat ure all t e r restria1 

elements would merge into an 
un di ie r entia t ed p1asma in which 
no 1 i fe cou 1 id survive. i-le 
wr i t es t hat there i s no r eason 
to believe that the Sun? and 
t h e s t a r s ? 1 a c k ,o r g a n i c 

mol e c u 1 e s ? o r t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 
f o r the i r >1 e v e 1 opm e n t. On t h e 
c o n t r a r y r. t h ere is n o r e s o n t o 
bel ieve t hat stars contain such 
m o 1 e c u 1 e s . H e a r q u e s t h a t s i n c e 
water can remain 1iquid at hiqh 
t e m p e r a t u r e s (g i v e n h i g h 

p i" e s s u r e ) 1 i q u i d w a t e r c a n f o r m 

i vi the Sun. This assumes that 
y o u can coll e c t e n o ug h o f t h e 
w a t e r m o J. e c u 1 e s (s u p p o s i n q t h a t 

Page 63. 
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h e r e a r e an y) to g e t h e r i n o n e 
p 1 a. c e aga i n s t t h e 1 aws o f 
e ntr o p y . Since ih e mo1e culea 
m us t b e e 1 e c t r i c a 3.1 y n e u t r a 1 
t h e c o 3.3. e c 1 i o n p r o c e s s c an n o t 
be magnet i c: (as he impl i es) . 

Th e r e i s a s e em i ng 3. y un r e 3. a t e d 
arguement for a sol id core to 
t h e Sun (e v e n t h o ug h t h e c o r e 
i s n o t a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
convection zone) „ In fact 
there is no evidence for a 
so1id c ore and t h e sol ar 

t e mpe r at ur e is too h i gh t o 
p ermit matter in the s o1 id 
s t a t e . T h e Suns d i f f e r en t i a 1 
r o t a t i o n (w h i c h s u g g e s t s a 
slower rotating core not a 
f aste r r otating one) is n o 
e v i d e n c e for a s o 1 id core ? n o r 
is the fact that the Sun has 
o n 1 y 0 - 5 V. of t h e a n g u 1 a r 
m o m e n t u m o f t h e S o 1 a r S y s t e m . 

T h e e f f e c t o f h i g h magn e t i c 

f i el ds on paramagne t i c ? d i a. 

magne tic an d f e r r omagne t i c 
m at eria1s is ir r e1e v an t?, fe w 
o f t h e s e ma t e r i a 3. s a r e 
i n v o 1 v e d i n b i o 1 o g i c a 1 

p r o e e s s e s ( t h e y a r e n e a r 1 y 
a 13. m e t a 1 s an d c o u 1 d n o t b e i n 
a solid state in the Sun)- 

A b u t a h a p r o p o s e s t h a t 

some thing 1 ike t he process 
i ri v o 3. v e d i n t h e f am o us 
e x p e r i m e n t b y U r e y an d M i 13. e r 
o c c u r r e d i n t h e S un t o f o r m 
c omp 3. e x m o 1 e c u 1 e s . I n t h e 
e x p e r i m e n t t h e e n e r g y s o u r c e 
was an electric discharge 
(m a d e 3.1 i n g 1 i g h t n i n g o n t h e 
p r o t o - E a r t h) j b u t t h e r e c a n b e 
neither such discharges nor an 
e 3. e c t r i c f i e 3. d i n t h e s o 1 a r 
p 3. as m a . 


A b u ta h a kn o ws far too much f o r 
his own good. Much of his 
article consists of discourses 
o n w ell k n o w n data w h i c h have 
no bearing on his hyp o t h esis 
and which serve to conceal the 
paucity of real evidence for 
it . Th e f e w data which a r e 
relevant have either been mis- 
u n d e r s too d o r m i s h a n died.- a n d 
the data essential to support 
his hyp o th esis are entirely 
1aoking . He even misunderstands 
the verses he quotes from The 
Bible and The Koran! 


S t e u a r t C a m p b e 11 > 
Ed i nburgh ? 
November 1985. 


BUFORA LECTURE:; : 

Un1e ss otherwise stated? 

1ec t ures will be held at London 
Business School? Susse x PI ace ? 
London MW1 on Saturday evenings 
at 6.30pm. Lectures end at 
appr oximat e1y 9.30pm . Ent rance 
fees are £1 for BUFORA members 
a n d £. 2 .5 0 f o r n o n --members. 

The programme for the rest of 
the 198586 season is 


3rd May, 19B6 

Lecture by Mark 9irdsali 
□f Yorkshire UFQ Society 
Y UFOS. 

7th June 1986 
Lecture on the Marian 
events in Ballinspi11le . 
Lionel Beer 
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Aims and scope of the Journal 

Research and investigation into unidentified flying object (UFO) phenomena has progressed 
from the early days of wild speculation into an area where scientific analysis and 
evaluation methods can be applied to a number of specified areas. 

It is realised that ufological research is subject to a great deal of speculative 
comment, much of which lies on the boundaries of current scientific thought. Many existi 
scientific institutions accept limited discussion of UFOs and related phenomena where it 
has some bearing on their discipline. The Journal of Transient Aerial Phenomena (Journal 
TAP) offers a forum for scientists and researchers to present ideas for further discussion 
results of investigations and analysis of statistics and other pertinent information. 

Journal TAP aims to meet a wide range of discussion by incorporating an approach with 
breadth of scope, clear and topical comment conducted with scientific rigour. It intends 
to offer a truly international forum enabling researchers throughout the world to publish 
results in an authoritative publication which should serve to further knowledge of the 
cosmos and benefit mankind in so doing. 

Notes for contributors 

The Editorial Board will be pleased to receive contributions from all parts of the world. 
Manuscripts, preferably in English, should be submitted in the first instance, to the 
Editor-in-chief, 40 Jones Drove, Whittlesey, Peterborough, PE7 1UE, United Kingdom. 

Manuscripts should be typed double-spaced on one side of A4 size paper with wide margins 
and submitted in duplicate. While no maximum length of contributions is prescribed, 
authors are encouraged to write concisely. 

The author's name should be typed on the line below the title. The affiliation (if any) 
and address should follow on the next line. The body of the manuscript should be 
preceded by an abstract of around 100 words giving the main conclusions drawn. 

All mathematical symbols may be either hand-written or typewritten, but no ambiguities 
should arise. 

Illustrations should be restricted to the minimum necessary. They should accompany the 
script and should be included in manuscript pages. Line drawings should include all 
relevant details and should be drawn in black ink on plain white drawing paper. Good 
photoprints are acceptable but blueprints or dyeline prints cannot be used. Drawings and 
diagrams should allow for a 20 per cent reduction. Lettering should be clear, open, and 
sufficiently large to permit the necessary reduction of size for publication. Photographs 
should be sent as glossy prints, preferably full or half plate size. Captions to any 
submitted photograph or illustration should be appended and clearly marked. 

In the interests of economy and to reduce errors, tables will, where possible, be 
reproduced by photo-offset using the author's typed manuscript. Tables should therefore 
be submitted in a form suitable for direct reproduction. Page size used should be A4 
and width of table should be either 10.5 cm or 22 cm. Large or long tables should be 
typed on continuing sheets but identifying numbers should be placed on the upper right- 
hand corner of each sheet of tabular material. 

Reference to.published literature should be quoted in the text in brackets and grouped 
together at the end of the paper in numerical order. A separate sheet of paper should 
be used. Double spacing must be used throughout. Journal TAP references should be 
arranged thus : 

(1) Jacques Vallee: 1965. Anatomy of a Phenomenon, vii, Henry Regnery, Chicago. 

(2) David Haisell: 1980. Working Party Report, Journal tap 1/2, pp36-40 

With the exception of dates which should be presented in the astronomical convention 
viz : 1977 August 06, no rigid rules concerning notation or abbreviation need be observed 
by authors, but each paper should be self-consistent as to symbols and units, which 
should all be properly defined. Times however should be presented in astronomical form 
using the 24 hour clock and Universal Time (UT) where possible. If local time is used, 
this should be specified viz 19h 15 GMT. 

The Editorial Board shall have the right to seek advice from referees on suitability for 
publication and may, on their recommendation, accept, seek revision of or reject 
manuscripts. If considered unsuitable for Journal TAP, the Editor-in-chief reserves 
the right to forward manuscripts to the Editor of Bufora Journal for consideration. The 
Editor-in-chief's decision will be final. 

Book reviews and letters for publication will also be considered. 

Where permission is needed for publication of material included in an article, it is the 
responsibility of the author to acquire this prior to submission. All opinions expressed 
in articles will be those of the contributor and unless otherwise stated, will not reflect 
the views of Bufora, its Council or the Editor-in-chief. 
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